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Since the reality regarding that which causes Riba to apply to 
gold and silver is absolutely value, and it is also manifest in 
paper money, and so is in all the cases, the meeting of the 
Council of the Islamic Figh Academy has decided that paper 
money is currency that is independent. It has the same ruling.as 
the two currencies, gold and silver. Thus, it is obligatory to pay 
Az-Lakah on it, and Riba applies to it in both of its types — Fadhl 
and Nasi’ah — just as it applies to gold and silver, exactly. This 
is due to the consideration of value in paper money based upon 
an analogous comparison between it and gold and silver. 
Therefore, paper money takes the laws of cash in all of the 
requirements that the Islamic law has obligated concerning it. 


Second: Paper money is considered independent cash just as 
the established cash value in gold, silver and other valuable 
items. Likewise, paper money is considered to be of different 
types that are as numerous as the amount of sources of its 
production in the various lands. This means that the paper 
money of Saudi Arabia is a type, and the paper money of 
America is a type, and so forth. Every paper currency is 
considered an independent type of currency. Based on this, Riba 
applies to it in both of its forms - Fadhl and Nasi’ah - just as it 
applies in both of its forms to the two currencies of gold and 
silver and other valuable items. All of this necessitates the 
following: | | 


1. It is absolutely not permissible to sell paper money for paper 
money or for other than it from the other types of cash, such as 
gold and silver or other than them, for delayed payment 
(Nasi’ah). ‘Thus, it is not permissible, for example, to sell a Saudi 
riyal for another currency of different value, to be paid later 
without exchange taking place on the spot. 


2. It is not permissible to sell one type of paper money for more 
of the same type of different value (amount), regardless of 
whether it is for delayed payment or payment made up front. 


For example, it is not permissible to sell 10 Saudi riyals in paper 
money for 11 Saudi riyals in paper money, whether it (the 11 
riyals) is to be paid later or it is paid up front. 


3. It is absolutely permissible to sell some of it (paper money) 
for some of it of another type, as long as it is paid on the spot. 
Thus, it is permissible to sell the Syrian or Lebanese lira for the 
Saudi riyal, whether it (the riyal) is in paper money or silver, 
and it makes no difference if it is more or less. It is permissible to 
sell the American dollar for three Saudi riyals, or less than that 
or more than that, as long as all of this is paid up front. The 
same permissibility applies to selling the silver Saudi riyal for 
three Saudi riyals of paper money, or less than that or more than 
that, as long as it is paid on the spot. This (selling Saudi riyals of 
silver for paper Saudi riyals) is because it is considered selling 
one type of currency for another type, and them simply sharing 
the same name (riyal) has no effect while they are not the same 
in reality. — E 


Third: It is obligatory to pay Az-Zakah on paper money if its 
value reaches the least of the either of the two minimum 
amount (Nisab) for Az-Zakah on gold or silver or if it reaches 
that amount along with other valuables and items meant kept 
for sale. | 


Fourth: It is permissible to make paper money the capital sum 
of wealth in the sale of As-Salam (payment given in advance for 
receipt of the merchandise later) and partnerships. 


Allah knows best and success is from Allah. May Allah send 
blessings and peace upon our leader, Muhammad, and upon his 
family and Companions. 


Writing Riba Transactions 


J am an accountant with a business company and this 
‘SZ company is forced to take loans based on Riba from the 
bank. A copy of the loan contract comes to me to confirm the 
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company’s indebtedness. in its books. Am I considered “a 
writer of Riba” and is it not permissible for me to work with 
this company? Meaning, am I considered a sinner by 
registering the contract without actually ratifying it? Please 
give us a beneficial answer and may Allah reward you with 
good. | 


cursed the one who. devours (i.e., takes) Riba, the person who 
gives it, the person who writes it and its witnesses. Then, he said: 


4c os) : 
“They are (all) the same (i.e., in sin).” 


This was recorded by Muslim. This is also due to Allah’s Statement: 
i DADDA 2 78 yy, 0 Be So LL 
Saif ey! & tots Isy 
“And do not cooperate in sin and transgression.” [1] 
The Permanent Committee 


He wrote a Check for Riba unknowingly 


A man on the street said to my brother, “Please fill out 
a=, this check in the name of so-an-so,” and he told him his 
name. The man who was speaking to my brother informed 
him that this money was a loan for the Face of Allâh. 


However, after that, my brother discovered that this money 
was Riba money. Then, my brother regretted what he had 


done. We hope from Allah that we find a beneficial answer 
from your Eminence. 


If the matter is as you have mentioned, in that your 
£24, brother did not know it was Riba at the time of writing the 
check, there is no sin on him. He is not included in the threat 


D] Al-Ma'idah 5:2. 
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that is reported concerning the curse of the one who devours 
 (i.e., takes) Riba, the o one who gives it, the one who writes it and 
its witnesses. 3 7 7 | | 


= The Pina Committee 
Rogues: to eu in Riba 


I néeded a sum of money to somilinied the building of; my 
% house in one of the cities of the Kingdom (of Saudi 
Arabia): So, I went to a person and requested him to give me 
a loan of whatever he could of money. He said to me, “I want 
to give you a car - we'll say that I sold a car to you.” So, he 
gave me 12,000 riyals and he recorded it with him as 21,000 
riyals. I did not see the car, nor do I know its color. He only 
recorded it on paper and he said, “You will pay 1,000 riyals 
every month.” Since I was pleased with this deal at that time 
when I was in dire need of the money, and now I have paid 
only 8,500 riyals and 12,500 is the remaining balance, am I | 
required to pay the amount of increase above his capital sum 
of money? I hope for a beneficial answer. May Allah reward 
you with good. 


Ú \ If the matter is as the questioner mentioned, then this 
#5, transaction is invalid and indeed it contains a combina- 
tion of Riba Al-Fadhl and Riba An-Nasi’ah. The person who paid 
the cash to you only gets the capital sum of his money, which is 
12,000 riyals, because he did not give you the car nor did he sell 
it to you, based upon what you have mentioned. He only gave 
you cash for cash (in return), and this is an obvious evil and it is 
clearly Riba. Thus, you both must repent to Allah from this and 
not repeat this act again. We ask Allâh to accept your 
repentance. | 


Ash-Shaykh Ibn Baz 
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Another Fatwa regarding plotting to indulge in Riba 


I have a number of bags of rice and they are in a storage 
% facility that we have. People come to me and buy it from 
me for its price in the market and they loan it (the rice) to 
other people. Then when it becomes the possession of the 
debtor, I take it (the rice) back from him for one riyal less 
than what it was bought for from me. Then, some other 
people like them come after the rice is back with me and they 
buy it from me, and so forth. All the while, the rice is in one 
place, but they are considered to have received it while it is in 
its same place. Is this method sinful or not? Please give us a 
beneficial answer. May Allah reward you with mae 


G\, Yes, this method is a scheme to indulge in Riba. It is 
= compounded Riba that combines between delayed pay- 

ment and different commodities, meaning it combines between. 
Riba. Al-Fadhl and Riba An-Nasi’ah. This is because loaner is 
using this as a means of getting 12 for 10, for example. 
Sometimes the loaner and the debtor agree to this before they 
come to the owner of the shop. They agree that the loaner will 
loan him such-and-such amount of cash — like 10 for payment 
of 12 or more or less - then they come to this merchant to carry 
out this trickery with him. Shaykhul-Islam Ibn Taimiyyah called 
this Al-Heelah Ath-Thalathiyah (the Threesome Scheme). It is no 
doubt a scheme to practice Riba — Riba An-Nasi’ah and Riba Al- 
Fadhl - and thus it is forbidden and it is among the major sins. 

This is because the forbidden does not change to being allowed 
by scheming to carry it out. Rather, scheming to perform it 
increases it in wickedness and it increases it in sin. For this 
reason it has been mentioned from Ayyub As-Sakhtiyani that he 
said concerning these schemers: “Verily, they seek to deceive 
Allah just as they seek to deceive children. If they did the act 
forthright, it would have been lesser in sin.” And what he said is 
true, may Allah have mercy on him. For verily, the schemer is in 
the position of the hypocrite who presents himself as a believer 
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while he is actually a disbeliever. This person is scheming to 
practice Riba while making it seem as though his sale is a correct 


and lawful sale. | o E EN 
_ Ash-Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaimin 


He sold the Product for more than its Price 
for payment to be received tarer 


A bought a car for 12, 100 riyals and I sold it for 14, 100 
% riyals to be paid after a period of 5 months to give the 
buyer time. I would like a ruling as to whether this sale is 
included in the ruling of Riba or is it outside of what is 
considered Riba. 


\\ If the matter is as you have mentioned, then your selling 
EL, this car is permissible if the sale occurred after you took 
possession of the car from the person who sold it to you. This i is 
due to Allah's Statement: 


> if 4 . p 7,7 AL A ea | 
g EEA sai dh i peere Ki ga Zo GE 


“O you who believe! When you contract a debt a a fe d 


write it down.” H 


This is also due tọ what is confirmed in the Two Sahihs from 
‘A’ishah % that the Messenger of Allah 2 bought some food 
from a Jew for a delayed payment and he gave him a coat of 
armor of steel as collateral. There is no Riba in this, if Allah wills, 
even if the price of the sold product i is more than its equivalent 
price at the time of sale. 


The Permanent Committee 


LM Al-Baqarah 2:282. 
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The ruling on the Worker taking a ee 
of the Profit | m 


\ I have a friend who opened a small business and he 
as2 recruited a worker from outside of the Kingdom (of 
Saudi Arabia) to work in it. He agreed with the worker on a 
monthly salary of 1,000 riyals and when the worker arrived 
in the Kingdom both parties canceled the first agreement and 
made a second agreement. The second agreement was that 
the owner of the shop would supply it products and items 
and everything that it would need would be specifically up to 
him to pay for, and the worker would work in the shop and 
take half of the profit. The capital wealth, meaning the shop 
with its items, would remain in the possession of the owner. 
With this, the income of the worker rose to 1,500 riyals 
(monthly). Is this legal Islamically? 


GÀ | There i is no harm in this last noreenient which is that the 
ÆA, worker takes a designated share of the profit, like half and 
so forth, and the remainder is for the owner of the shop along 
with the original possessions and wealth. 


Ash-Shaykh Ibn Baz 


Do not sell what you do not have 


AY What is the ruling o on selling loans by way of buying: and 
Sz selling products while they are in their place? This 
method is followed by some of the people in their loan 
transactions in the current times. 


owns eae product and he actually possesses it. This is due to the 
statement of the Prophet #¢ to Hakeem bin Hizam: 


(Sake = G as s o 
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“Do not sell what you do not have.” t}. 


This is also due to as statement in a Hadith of ‘Abdullah bin 
Amr bin Al-‘Aas & 


‘dite 23 Cent (55 Cale Jos Yo 


“It is not permissible to make a loan and a sale (in one 
transaction), nor selling what you do not have.” | — 


This was recorded by the Five with an authentic chain of 
narration. Likewise, the one who bought the product may not 
sell it until he also has it in his possession due to the two 
mentioned Hadiths. This is also due to what Imam Ahmad and 
Abu Dawud recorded, and Ibn Hibban and Al-Hakim graded it 
authentic, on the authority of Zaid bin Thabit #%. He (Zaid) 
said, “The Messenger of Allah #% prohibited that products be 
sold where they are bought until the merchants (who bought 
them) move them to their pae ‘Likewise, Al-Bukhari 
recorded in his Sahih from Ibn ‘Umar w that he said, “Verily I 
saw the people in the time of the Messenger of Allah #4 buying 
food and they were prevented from selling it in its place (of 
purchase) until they transported it to their places.” | 


The Hadiths with this same meaning are numerous. 
Ash-Shaykh Ibn Baz 


This Contract 1S correct — 


„A person took a sum of 10,000 from another person 
& with an agreement that he would buy a car for him and 
this was to be done a year after his receiving the mentioned 
10,000. Is this contract permissible or not? | 


G\\ If the matter is as mentioned, a the « car’s descent 
=, were known, and the 10,000 was the total price, and the 
appointed; time was known, then the contract is correct. 

=e The Permanent Committee 


[1] Abu Dawud no. 3503. 
[2] Abu Dawud no. 3504. 
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~ The ruling on taking a Down Payment > 


“AY What is the ruling on the seller taking a down payment 
as, if the sale has not been finalized? The way this takes 
place is that two people will enter a sale, and if the sale is 
finalized, the complete price is paid. If the sale is not 
finalized, the seller takes a down payment, which he does n not 
return to the buyer. | 


AA There is no harm in taking a down payment according to © 
S the most correct opinion of the scholars, if the seller and 
ae hs agree to that and the sale has not been finalized. | 

3 | Ash- e Ibn Baz 


There is no Sin on you due sated ignorance _ 
| of the ruling 


I work in Saudi Arabia and I transfer sums of money to 
Z% my country, Sudan, by way of a person who gives me 
Saudi riyals, and I give him a piece of paper for my customer 
in Sudan so that he will give him in return Sudanese Junayhs. 
Thus, both of us benefit from the difference in the currencies. 
Then, I send the riyals to the National Bank in America and 
after that we transfer it to Sudan. By this method the dollar 
gets a return of two dollars. What should I do after finding 
out that this is forbidden, especially since I got married from 
this money and I have business projects and real estate 
properties from it? | | 


GA It is correct that this transaction is from those things that 
4, are prohibited, because from the condition of money 
exchange is that it must be hand to hand (i.e., paid up front). 
So, if you want to exchange Saudi riyals for Sudanese Junayhs 
and then send the Junayhs to Sudan, then you should take the 
riyals and give the Junayhs (on the spot), then send the riyals to 
the customer or you should send the riyals to Sudan and let 
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them be exchanged for Sudanese Junayhs therewith on the spot 
exchange taking place. However, you take the riyals here and 
give a piece of paper (for payment later) to the customer, so 
mutual exchange is not achieved. Also, the price could change 
during this period of time. Also, there is the Riba transaction 
that occurs with the bank of the United States, which i is one of 
the Riba banks, as you get a profitable increase in it (due to 
interest on the account), as mentioned in the question. There is 
no doubt that this increase is from the clearly forbidden Riba. 
However, with all of this, what is obligatory is that you repent 
from this action, leave it and replace it with permissible 
transactions in which there is no doubt or suspicion. In 
reference to the wealth that you earned by this method while 
you were ignorant of the ruling, there is no problem in acquiring 
it and you own whatever you got from it of real estate, payment 
of the bridal dowry and expenditures. 


Ash-Shaykh Ibn Jibreen 


This Wealth is not from Riba 


=f 2 


We are a group and have come from Sudan and we 


“sz, agreed to a contract with a company outside of our 
country to be workers. When we reached the location of the 
company we found that the company has contracts with 
banks and these banks deal in Riba with the customers. We 
worked in security, meaning we were security guards for the 
welfare of the company that made contracts with the banks. 

The company would give us a small portion of the amount 
that it had made the contracts for with the banks. One of our 
friends said, “Verily this is Riba, because the wealth reaches 
us by way of a middle party, which is the company.’ ’ We 
hope that yo can inform us as to whether this is Riba. 


T F you all work as security guards for the Ma of the 
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company, and it is the organization that pays your salaries to 
you. In reference to its dealing with the banks, the usual case is 
that all of the companies deal with the banks in depositing, 
guaranteeing, seeking and borrowing money and so forth. The 
sin in this is on the owners of the company. 

Ash- Shaykh Ibn Jibreen 


The ruling on selling Dollars 
on installment payments 


I want to buy 10,000 American dollars from a specific 
“=, person at the price of 40,000 Saudi riyals. The payment 
(of the riyals) will be in monthly installment payments. Each 
payment will be 1,000 riyals. I want to sell these dollars in 
the market for 37,500 riyals. What is the ruling concerning 
that, knowing that I need this money? 


QA The ruling regarding this is that it is forbidden. It is 
21, forbidden for a person when he exchanges currency to 
leave from the place of making the agreement with the seller 
until after the two parties receive their exchange money. This 
question does not contain receipt of the second return currency, 
which is the value of the dollars. Based upon this, it is corrupt 
and invalid. 


If the transaction has already been carried out now, it is 


obligatory on this person who took the dollars to pay it back in 
dollars and it is not permissible to base anything on the first 
agreement, because it is corrupt. 


Indeed it has been confirmed from the Prophet 2% that he said: 
| 2 Las B58 Bt 06 by Joe 8 al 8 Gi bss 
er di | pea Gel 


“Every condition that is not in the Book of Allah, then it is 
invalid, even if it were 100 conditions. The Decision of Allah has 
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the most nem and the Condition ie Allah is most binding. ene 
7 : | Ash- eae lbn rhain 


The Miu on selling Food for its same type, but of 
different Qualities, like Wheat and similar things | 


Our land produces grain and the currency with us is in 
<= grains due to the small amount of cash available. So, 
when the time of seeds comes, we buy from the merchants 
with the Sa‘ being equivalent to a riyal. Then, when the 
harvest time comes and the grains have been dried, we give 
two Sa’s of them to the merchants for one riyal, for example. 
This is because the price at the time of harvest is cheaper 
than it is at the time of seeding. Is this transaction 
permissible? | oa 


There is a difference of opinion among the scholars 
= regarding this practice. Many of them hold the view that 
it is not permissible, because it is a means to selling wheat and 
other than it for its same type with differing qualities and 
delayed payment. That is exactly Riba from two aspects: the 
aspect of the differing qualities (Al-Fadhl) and the aspect of 
delayed payment (An-Nasi’ah). Another group of the people of 
knowledge has gone with the view that this is permissible, if the 
seller and the buyer do not secretly conspire to giving the wheat 
instead of cash, and they did not stipulate that in the 
contractual agreement. These are the statements of the people 
of knowledge concerning this issue. This dealing of you appears 
to contain a secret agreement to give more grain in exchange for 
less grain, because money is scarce. This is not permissible. 
Thus, it is obligatory upon the farmers in this type of situation 
to sell the grains to others besides the merchants who bought 
the seeds from them. Then, they should pay the merchants their 
due in cash. This is the safe and secure path, and it is in none 


[1] Al-Bukhari no. 2168. 
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away from Riba. If the sale occurs among the merchants and the 
farmers with cash, then the farmers end up paying with grains 
without any previously planned dealing and no condition, then 
most likely that is correct, as a group of the scholars has said. 
Especially since the farmer is poor and the merchant fears that if 
he does not take the grain from him as the price in place of the 
money that he owes, he will not get what is due to him and he 
will not receive anything. This is because the farmer will pay 
with grains to someone else and leave him or he will use it - the 
grain - on some other needs. This often happens with many of 
the poor farmers and the right of the merchants is lost. 
However, if the merchants and the farmers have a previously 
understood agreement to give grain after the harvest instead of 
cash, then the first sale is not correct due to the mentioned 
understood agreement. The merchant is not entitled to anything 
except what is equal to the grain that he gave to the farmer 
without any increase, which makes the matter like a loan, as it is 
not correct to sell with a secretly understood agreement to take 
more grain. 


Ash-Shaykh Ibn Baz 


The ruling on selling a Sheep that is present 
for two or three Sheep to be given later 


Is it permissible to sell a sheep for two or three sheep to 
2 be given later after a period of 20 years or more, for 
a 


\ It is permissible, according to the most correct opinion of 
£1, the scholars, to sell a specified animal that is present, 
whether one or more, to be paid later at a designated time, 
whether it is sooner or later or in installments. As long as the 
price is specified and the descriptions that make the animal 
distinct are known, this is lawful. It makes no difference 
whether that animal is from the type that is sold or any other 

type. This is because it has been confirmed from the Prophet #¢ 
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that he bought one camel for two camels (to be given later) to 
add to the camels of charity. This was recorded by Al- Hakim 
ang Al- a and i its narrators are reliable. 


Ash- -Shaykh Ibn Baz 


= The ruling on haning a ua 7 
for two Meters of Garments 


Is it permissible to trade garments by exchanging a. 
’ meter for two meters or one article for two articles? 


no a whether hey. are of one type or more, and it makes 
no difference if that is done up front or for delayed payment. 
This is because fabric is not from the kinds of things in which 


Riba is included. 


The Permanent Committee 


How to expiate the Sin of the Person E 
who ae in Riba at 


|) A relative of x mine died while he was dealing in Riba and 


SZ now we want to expiate his sin for him. So, what is the 
en method of doing that? : 


\ It is legislated for the heirs to seek to find out the amount 
45), of the Riba that he took and to give it away in charity on 
his behalf while also supplicating for forgiveness and pardon for 
him. We ask Allah to paon him, and us and every Muslim. 


Ash- SN Ibn Baz 
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The ruling on the Son using the Wealth of his Father 
who indulges in Riba Transactions 


Is it permissible for the son to use some of the wealth of 
“sz, his father who indulges in Riba transactions? 


‘Gl Riba is forbidden according to the Book, the Sunnah and 
the consensus (Ijma‘) of the scholars. If your father 
indulges in Riba transactions, it is obligatory on you to advise 
him by explaining Riba, its ruling and what Allah has prepared 
for its people of torment. It is not permissible for you to take 

«from the wealth of your father as long as you know that it is Riba 
that has entered into his possession by way of dealing with Riba. 
You must seek sustenance from Allâh and exhaust the legislated 
means that Allah has given for ce sustenance. 


O CVI OG Ae a SF > 
“And whoever fears Allah, He will make a way out for him (of his 
problems) and He will provide for him gem where he does not 


reckon.” H 
1O a al & A Se al SS ot) 
“And whoever fears Allah, He will give him ease in his affair. 


»[2] 


May Allâh send blessings and peace upon our Prophet 
Muhammad, his family and his Companions. 
The Permanent Committee 


S At-Talag 65:2-3. 
l At-Talaq 65:4. 
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‘SSUES: Regarding Seng Gold | 


Selling Gold for Gold, Silver for Silver, 
hand to hand and the same for the same | 


Verily, I sell mS buy gold jewelry ee someone. told 1 me 
2 that it is not permissible to sell it unless it is for cash 
given hand to hand (i.e., paid up front). So, I said to him that 
this (the jewelry) is not currency like the Saudi Junayh, 

because it is jewelry in the form of trinkets and adornments. 

Among them are items that are 21 carrots and 18 carrots, and 
they contain mixed copper for their modification. There is 
also silver that is 21 carrots and 18 carrots. The money that I 
= bought this jewelry with, was cash and it was not gold.. This 
gold is jewelry. Thus, I doubted concerning this and I have 
sent this letter to you so that you can give us a ruling. May 
Allah reward you with good. If you say that it is obligatory to 
make the complete payment and exchange at the place of the 
transaction, is it the Riba of the people, whom Allah said 

concerning them: | 


A sce iT Ae ag Sr Z asw F ee 


“Those who eat Riba P not stand ( on the Day of Resurrection ) 
except like the standing of a person beaten by Shaytan (Satan) 
leading him to insanity.’ 


\ It is not permissible to sell gold for gold or silver for silver, 

a except like for like (i-e., in weight and measure) and hand 
to hand (i.e., paid on the spot). It makes no difference whether 
the two exchange items are from jewelry or cash, or if one of 
them is jewelry and the other is cash. It also makes no difference 
whether the two exchange items are paper bank notes or if one 


[ Al-Baqarah 2:275. 


in pete tlt 
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of them. is a paper bank note and the other is jewelry or cash. 


If one of the two exchange items is gold jewelry or cash and the 
other is silver jewelry or cash, it is permissible for them to differ 
in amount, but the payment must be made before the parties 
separate from the place of the agreement. Whatever is opposed 
to this in this issue, then it is Riba and its precrmoner is 
included in the generality of Allah’s Statement: 


? st tse ol 445 HS YI bs" Í gyi ey <i 


“Those who devour Riba will not stand (on the Day > 
Resurrection) except like the standing of a person beaten by 
| ak (Satan ) leading gy to insanity. alt] , 


The Permanent Committee 


_ There must be mutual. Exchange i in selling Gold 


A man sells seal T gold ingots by way of the banks 
SZ without him receiving this gold or even seeing it with his 
eye. When we informed him that this is not permissible, he 
said that he does not have a safe place to keep it and he fears 
that it may be cor So, what is the ruling concerning this 
business of his? 


FAN If he is not able to take the gold due to the lack of a safe 
«i= place to keep it, it is not permissible for him to deal in this 
transaction, because it is obligatory to avoid the forbidden now 
while he is presently able to avoid it. This is because he is not 
required to practice this type of business. It is obligatory on him 
either to implement what the Shari‘ah requires of (aang. the 
gold or he must leave this business practice. 


Ash-Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaimin 


u Al-Baqarah 2:275. 
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The ruling on selling used Gold for new Gold 
=- while paying the difference, 


\) Aman Awos by selling and buying ao. = a person 
=, will come to him with used gold and he will buy it from 


him while its value is known in riyals. Then, before paying — 


the price at that place and time, the person who sold the used 
gold to him will buy new gold that has a known value. Then, 
the buyer will pay the remaining balance to him. Is this 
permissible or is it mandatory to pay the first price 
completely to the seller, the (initial) seller gives the price of 
what he wants to Buy of r new gold ron that money or other 
money? | ; 


GA In this type of stanton it is on to pay the value of 
== the used gold. Then, the seller has the choice after 
receiving the price. If he wants to buy new gold from the one he 
sold to, he may, and if he wants he may buy from someone else. 
If he buys from him, he returns his money to him or some other 
money for the price of the new gold. This is so that the Muslim 
does not fall into the forbidden Riba by selling a lesser quality 


type of item that is subject to Riba for the same type of item of. 


newer and better quality. This is due to what Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim recorded, that the Messenger of Allâh #¢ employed a 
man to be in charge of Khaybar, the man brought him some fine 
quality dates. So, he #§ said: 


1453 a ~ ish 
“Are all of the dates of Khaybar like this 2 


The man said, “No. Verily, we take a Sa‘ of this for two Sa‘s lof 
regular dates), and two Sa’‘s of this for three Sa‘s (of regular 
dates).’”’ The Prophet #8 said: : 


(Cos maL ce! = alL ail X “nai ‘D 
“Do not do this with the group. Sell the dates that are less than 


vA 
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this for dirhams (i.e., cash ). Then buy the good dates with the 
dirhams.” 

This is ie because settling the account sean the balance) in 

this type of sale, even though it takes place at the time and place 

of the sale, leads to selling gold for gold of differing qualities, 


and that is forbidden. ee is due to what Muslim recorded from 
‘Ubadah bin As-Samit that the Messenger of Allah #€ said: 


etl E AL ai eerie A TOrei CEA 


WS oe 195 plg 2150 fe See « ide eb pL 23; 
WG 1g OS 3] ad CaS pae SENI oda oie 


“Gold Ve gold, silver for silver, wheat for wheat, dates i dates, 
‘barley for barley, salt for salt, like for like, the same for the same, 
and hand to hand (i.e., paid on the spot). If these types of items 

differ, then sell however you wish, as long as it is hand to mana 


(ie, paid on the spot). ” 1” 
In another report from Ibn Sa’ id, he (the Prophet 2) said: 


GIS 48 Soo ren me E Saal Sian cya) 


“So, whoever increases or seeks an increase, then indeed he has 


indulged in Riba, the taker and the giver alike.”'>} 
The Permanent Committee 


He bought Jewelry and borrowed its Price from the Seller 


A person took some gold jewelry from me and the price 
Ss< of the jewelry was 1,000 riyals. So, I said to him, “It is 
not permissible unless you give me cash.” He then said, 
“Loan me 1,000 riyals.” So, I loaned him 1,000 riyals and he 


gave it to me to pay for the jewelry). Is this permissible? 


Hiji 


[1] Al-Bukhari no. 4244 and 4245. 
; Muslim no. 1587. 
I] Muslim no. 82/1584. 
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\ This is not permissible, because it is a scheme to practice 
2), Riba and it is combining two sales contracts (in one) — 
the contract of a loan and the contract of a sale — which i is also 
prohibited. 


The Permanent Committee 


The ruling on giving raw Gold to the Jeweler os 
to have it changed into Jewelry 


PY A man gave an ingot of gold to a jeweler and said to him, 


W “Make this ingot into a bracelet for me.” And he said, 

“Add copper to the ingot that will change the gold from 24 
carrots to 21 carrots and I will give you the weight of the copper 
and the gold for an intricate bracelet.” Then, the jeweler took 


the price of the work. So, is this percus inie or HOU 


h -If he gave him the gold By weight to done it into seca) 
== or something else, and the jeweler returns it to him, there 
is no harm in that, if Allah wills, if it is done for a fee that they 
agree on. However, if he takes the ingot and gives him another 
gold bracelet, then that is not permissible, except under the 
condition that both of them are equal i in weight i in the amount 
of gold and copper. And there is no harm in taking a fee in 
compensation for workmanship. 7 


The Permanent Committee 


-The aie 3 on sill Business with, Gold © 


and he sells it aes it eTA P he baa an 
Ugiyah of gold for 30 riyals and when its price goes up, he 
sells it for 50 riyals. Please give us a beneficial answer 
regarding the Islamic ruling concerning this. Does: it have the 
same ruling of selling cash for cash? si 
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There is no harm in selling gold for gold, as long as it is 
ÆA, like for like, weight for weight, the same for the same (in 
measure) and hand to hand (i.e., paid up front). It makes no 
difference if the gold i is new or old, or if one of them i is new and 
the other is old. | 


wah 


Likewise, there is no hana in selling gold oi silver or fri paper 
money, as long as it is paid on the spot. This is due to the 
E statement: 
6 a E n ayer = jis des man abi mer 23815 
(he 15 Os pi (a Sis pe E ola EAS | 


“Gold for gold, silver for silver, wheat for wheat, dates for dates, 
barley for barley, salt for salt, like for like, the same for the same, — 
weight for weight and hand to hand (i.e., paid on the spot). If 
these types of items differ, then sell however “ae wish, as is long a as it | 
is hand to hand (i.e., paid on the spot).’ = 


This was recorded by Muslim in his Sahih. 
This is also due to his i statement in the Hadith af Abu Sa id ats 


| git de asa ist No fay Whe NY Cy Isa D T 
CaN aP Wat Ns 5 Y3 Ee F Y gt Gall LAS Y 
(eh GE Gi LAS YS 


“Do not sell gold ee mae Beat like for like (in measure), and do 
not prefer some of it over others (i.e., selling the same items of 
different qualities). And do not sell silver for silver, except like for 
like (in measure), and do not prefer some of it over others (i.e., 

selling the same items of different qualities). And do not sell either 
of them by exchanging an absent thing with what is given in 


full"? 


= Muslim no. 1587 and 1588. 
[2] Muslim no. 75/1584. 
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The authenticity of this Hadith is agreed upon. 


These two authentic Hadiths prove that there is no difference 
between buying gold for gold for acquisition or for the purpose 
of profit after the change in prices if the buying and selling are in 
the manner mentioned in the two Hadiths. And success is from 
Allah. 


- Ash-Shaykh Ibn Baz 
_ Holding Shares in Companies 


- The ruling on holding Shares in Companies | 
that deal in Riba 


By his Eminence, Ash-Shaykh ‘Abdul-‘Aziz bin Baz 


All praise is due to Allah and may blessings and peace be upon 
the servant of Allah and His Messenger, our Prophet Muham- 
mad, and upon his family and Companions. To proceed: 


Indeed it has reached me that some companies deal in Riba, 

both in taking it and giving it. The questioners have become 
numerous among the shareholders and the others concerning 
the ruling on profits that they get that result from dealings in 
Riba. Due to what Allah has obligated of advising the Muslims 
and due to the obligation of cooperating in righteousness and 
piety, I decided to inform that whoever does this, it is forbidden 
and from the major sins. This is as Allah said: 


> 2 gf Greve oa Ar ag s 2 o sye A 2, oe 
Se est LSS sii tw SY) aa VG Glee al 
2 i Pee? or? soe rage os CG, wh ATR 7 lEs? 
SN GS gii al GA gi E eal Gy DG Mey s oli 
ih 0c an BHO ce gat 3 Has fa 
A soe ey oS ¢ fue aay ee n RE =< 
Y 4th SiN ats Iti a yeh eine? ed Ùl 
fo Z A A 
s el e SF Soe 


“Those who devour Riba will not stand (on the Day of 
Resurrection) except like the standing of a person beaten by 


The Book of Sales Transactions 369 


- Shaytan (Satan) leading him to insanity. That is because they — 
say: ‘Selling is only like Riba, whereas Allah has permitted selling — 
and forbidden Riba. So, whosoever receives an admonition from 
his Lord and stops eating Riba, he shall not be punished for the — 

- past; his case is for Allah (to judge); but whosoever returns (to 

Riba), such are the dwellers of the Fire - they will abide therein 
forever. Allah will destroy Riba and will give increase for Sadaqat 
(deeds of charity, alms, etc.). And Allah does not like every 


disbelieving sinner. PL] 


Indeed Allâh made that a form of waging war against Him and 
His Messenger %%, as He said: 


GA) i es ol Tel Se ow 19535 
oA 4 phe ar ey or ALe AL x1 
Sei ENT l ot ey Far | glad 
IZON PEA 7A 47 7 
4@ Lli V5 Syed 
“O you who believe! Fear Allah and give up what remains (due to 
you) from Riba (from now on), if you are (really) believers. And if 
you do not do it, then take a notice of war from Allah and His 
_ Messenger. But if you repent, you shall have your capital sums. 
Deal not unjustly (by asking for more than your capital sums), 


and you shall not be dealt with unjustly (by receiving less than 
your capital sums). 2] 


C- 
s\ re \ 


?, 
e 


C 


It has been confirmed from the Prophet #¢ that he cursed the 
person who devours Riba, the person who gives it, its writer and 
its witnesses, and he said: 
Iga a 
“They are the same (in sin). ” P1 


And the Verses and Hadiths concerning the warning against Riba 
and explaining its disastrous punishment are extremely numer- 


a Al-Baqarah 2:275-276. 
: Al-Baqarah 2:278-279. 
B] Muslim no. 1598. 
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ous. Thus, what is obligatory upon everyone who practices this 
from the companies and others is to repent to Allâh from this 
and leave off dealing with it in the future out of obedience to 
Allâh and His Messenger #%. They should beware of its 
punishments that result as a consequence of it. They should 
avoid falling into what Allah has forbidden, T A Orang to 
Allah’s Statement: 7 | ar | 


4O AE KE onset i 25 BARE 


“And repent to Allah all.of you, O believers, so that pears TOU. 
will be successful.” H 


And His Statement: x pie oe. ete 
a mS a S se ie Sen aii 4 S Neale G m 
; EIA PAN EE NE Gaa A e re 2 


ad 


“O you who believe! Repent to Allah in sincere repentance. It may 
be that your Lord will expiate your sins for you and enter you into 
Gardens ( of Paradise) with rivers flowing beneath them.” Y 


I ask Allah to help all of the Muslims and us to repent to Him 
from all sins, and that He protects us all from the evils of our 
souls and the wrongdoings of our actions. I ask Him to correct 
all of our affairs. Indeed He is Most Generous, Most Noble. 
May Allah send blessings and peace upon our pce 
Muhammad, his family and his ompanions, l 


The ruling on holding Shares in Business 
Companies and Insurance Companies 


. I am a resident of Kuwait and we have shareholding 
, companies that are ‘specifically for business dealings, 
rar banks, insurance companies and petroleum. The 


An-Nur 24:31. 
EF! At-Tahrim 66:8. 
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citizen (of Kuwait) has the right to hold shares — both him 
and the individuals of his families. So, we would like a 
beneficial answer regarding the ruling of the Islamic law 
concerning the likes of these companies. 


“ah It is permissible for the person to hold shares in these 
44, companies if they do not deal with Riba. If they deal in 
Riba it is not permissible. This is due to confirmation of the 
forbiddance of dealing with Riba in the Book, the Sunnah and 
the consensus (Ijma‘) of the scholars. Likewise, it is not 
permissible for the person to hold shares in commercial 
insurance companies, because the insurance contracts contain 
deceit, purchase of what is unknown, and Riba. The contracts 
that contain deceit, purchase of what is unknown and Riba are 
forbidden in the Islamic law. | : 

The Permanent Committee 


The sain on taking | an increase more than the 
Capital Sum in Real Estate Shareholdings 


A man bought a number of real estate shares. Then he 
aS) went to get his money back and the owner of the 
company gave him his money and added 40% to it. ‘SO, is 
that considered Riba or not? 7 


sided a percentage to it from the capital sum, then the increase 
is permissible. This is if the shares of the company were 
evaluated on the day he gave the money and the percentage of 
profit for every share. Thus, the owner of the company gives him 
from the profit the amount that is specifically for his shares. 
Thus, the 40% is from his capital sum (i.e., it is the increased 
value of the shares). This is permissible and it is not Riba. There 
is no sale of an unknown product involved, nor is there any 
deception. Likewise, this increase is permissible if he buys his 
shares of real estate from the owner of the company and he gets 
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40% increase of profit due to his shares. May Allâh send 
blessings and peace upon our Opre Muhammad, his family 
and his Companions. | ae hy Sas : 

| The Peman Cona 


The Riba Banks 


The ruling on dealing with them, working in them, | 
_ depositing Money in them and holding Shares in 
| them, and the ruling on their Earnings. 


Firstly The Decision of the Figh Academy | 


Verily, the meeting of the Council of the Islamic Figh Academy 
in its 9th session was held in the building of the Muslim World 
League in Makkah Al-Mukarramah during the period from 
Saturday, the 12th of Rajab, in the year 1406 AH, to Saturday, 
the 29th of Rajab, in the year 1406 AH. The matter of the 
spread of Riba transactions, and the people dealing in them, and 
the lack of abundant substitutes for them, was looked into. This 
is the matter that was sent to the Committee by his Excellency, 
the Doctor, the Secretary General and the Assistant of the 
President of the Committee. | | 


The Committee listened to the statement of the leading 
members concerning this dangerous issue that is a commission 
of that which is clearly forbidden, and its forbiddance is 
confirmed by the Book, the Sunnah and the consensus ([jma’‘) 
of the scholars. | 


Indeed the modern economical researchers have ere that 
Riba is a danger to the economy of the world, its politics, its 
mannerisms and its security, and it (Riba) is behind many of the 
crises that the world is facing. There is no salvation from this 
except by uprooting this wicked disease that Islam has 
prohibited since 14 centuries. Then, the blessed course of | 
action is to establish Islamic sources of exchange that are free of 
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Riba and abolish the =— that are aoe on the Islamic 


law. 


With this is rejected the call of the secularists and the victims of 


_ the educational attack who claimed that applying the Islamic 


law in the area of economics these days is impossible. They 
claim this saying that there can be no economy without banks, 
and no banks without interest gains (i.e., Riba). Likewise what 
was reported in the decision is the following: 


Firstly: It is obligatory upon all of the Muslims to avoid what 
Allah has prohibited of dealing in Riba, whether it is taking it or 


giving it. They must avoid assisting it in any form or fashion. 


Secondly: The Committee looked with a pleasing eye at 
establishing Islamic sources of exchange as a legislated sub- 
stitute for the sources of exchange that deal with Riba. The 
Committee thinks that it is necessary to spend on establishing 
these sources of exchange in all of the Islamic lands and 
wherever the Muslims have societies outside of the Islamic 
lands. This is so that a strong net can be made from these 
sources of exchange that will be in the form of a complete 
Islamic economy. 


Thirdly: It is forbidden for every Muslim who is able to deal 
with the Islamic source of exchange to deal with the Riba based 
sources of exchange, whether inside the Islamic lands or outside — 
of them. This is because there is no excuse for him in dealing 
with them after the Islamic substitute is present. It is obligatory 
upon him to seek to exchange the evil with the good, and suffice 


himself with the lawful instead of the forbidden. 


Fourthly: The Committee invites those responsible in the 
Islamic lands and those in charge of the Riba based sources of 
exchange in the Islamic lands to make serious haste to purify the 
Islamic lands from the filth of Riba. 


Fifthly: All wealth that comes by way of Riba (interest) gains is 
Islamically forbidden wealth. It is not permissible for the giver 
(the person who deposited the money) to benefit from it for 
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himself or anyone else from those who are under his dependency 
in any of the matters. It is obligatory that he should use this 
money (leftover interest) for the public benefits of the Muslims, 

such as schools, hospitals and so forth. This is not from the 
matter of charity (Sadaqah). Rather, it is only from the matter of 
purifying the wealth from what is forbidden. E 


It is not permissible in any case to leave these aweneet sums for 
the Riba banks to become stronger with, and the sin increases in 
that in reference to the banks that are outside of the Islamic 
lands, for usually they give this extra money to the Christian 
missionary and Jewish establishments. In this way the wealth of 
the Muslims nourishes the weapons of war against the Muslims 
and the misguiding of their children away from their beliefs. 

This while knowing that it is not permissible to continue dealing — 
with these Riba banks, whether there is an interest gain or not. 


Likewise, Committee requests those in charge of the Islamic 
sources of exchange to select righteous Muslim elements to work 
with them in the area of explaining and informing of the laws of 
Islam and its etiquettes so that their dealings and transactions 
will be in agreement with those laws. 


Allah gives success and He is the Guide to the doh path. 
Ad-Da wah Magazine, no. 1037 | 


Dealing with es Banks 
The ruling on dealing with Riba Banks | 


What is the Islamic ruling regarding all of the following: 


— The one who places his money in the bank, and then 
when it has been in there a year it gains interest. 


— The one takes out a loan from the bank to NE repaid 
later with interest. = 
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— The one who deposits his money in ee banks but he 
= does not get any interest. a 


— The worker who works in these banks, regardless of 
= whether he is a manager or other than that. 


— The real estate owner who rents his properties to these 
banks? | 


It is not en sole to deposit money i in the banks for 
La interest or to take loans with interest. This is because all 
of that are clearly forms of Riba. It is also not permissible to 
deposit. money anywhere else other than the bank if there is 
interest gained. Likewise, it is not permissible to borrow money 
from anyone with interest. Rather, that is forbidden according 
to all of the people of knowledge. This is because Allah says: 


ly I pes ati “it jot} 
“And Alláh has allowed selling and forbidden Riba.” 
And He says: 
suai a3 it Sh SA 


“Allah will destroy Riba and will g give increase for one ( deeds | 
of charity, alms, ete.) A] 


And He says: 
orre AGI obey, To AR 2 
@ ix Ga ES ol TT Se Ge 18s TA ee all Gp 


Bs ob K oA od fe 72 o S72, T < 
Í in Ts eS a ols eee aul js re Lo sis KEA a ob 


“O; you who believe! Fear Allâh and give up what remains ( due t to 
you) from Riba (from now on), if you are (really) believers. And if 
-you do not do it, then take a notice of war from Allah and His 
Messenger. But if you repent, you shall have your capital sums. 


= Al-Baqarah 2:275. 
l Al-Baqarah 2:276. 
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Deal not unjustly (by asking for more than your capital sums ), 
and you shall not be dealt with unjustly (by receiving less than 
_ your capital sums).” Pi] 


Then, after all of this He says: 
4 E sy yee ine rs OE OS 
“And if the debtor is having a hard time (has no money ), then 
grant him time till it is casy for him to repay.” a 


Allah informs His servants of this because it is not permissible: to 
demand the person in difficult circumstances to pay what is due 
on him of a debt (if he does not have resources to pay it), nor to 
burden him with an increase of money due to giving him time to 
pay. Rather, it is obligatory to give him time until it is easy for 
him to pay without any increase due to his inability to pay. That 
is from the mercy of Allâh for His servants, His gentleness with 
them and His protecting them from oppression and greed that 
harms them and does not benefit them. 


In reference to depositing money in the banks without gaining 
interest, there is no harm in it if the Muslim is forced to do so. In 
reference to working in the banks that deal in Riba, it is not 
permissible, regardless of whether the person is a manager, a 
secretary, an accountant or anything else. This is due to Allah’ S 
Statement: 


wr F Cos 0 Abe, © LY ogre, 2 os Ly, ORL le KI eG a wet RI PLAS 
[Saat (esis obi fi tas Wy sails AN de [pss } 
-A BS ah Z 
O gles! 4 


“And cooperate in righteousness and piety and do not cooperate in 
sin and transgression. And fear Allah. Verily, Allah is severe in 
punishment.” B1 


This is also due to what ; is soud from the Prophet = that 
Ol Al-Baqarah 2: 278-279. 


[2] Al-Baqarah 2:280. 
[3] Al-Ma'idah 5:2. 
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he cursed the person who devours Riba, the person who gives it, 
the ‘person \ who writes it and its witnesses, and he said: 


GIS ay) 


“They are the same (in sin).” H 
This was recorded by Imam Muslim in his Sahih. 


The Verses and Hadiths are many that prove the forbiddance of 
assistance in the commissioning of acts of disobedience (i.e., 
sins). Likewise, renting out real estate properties to owners of 
banks that deal in Riba is not permissible due to the mentioned 
evidences. This is also due to what that contains of assisting 
them in their acts of Riba. | 


We ask Allâh to bless everyone with guidance and to give all the 
Muslims success, both the rulers and the subjects, in waging war 
against Riba, avoiding it and being sufficed with what Allâh and 
His Messenger #% have allowed of legal transactions. Verily, He 
has control over that and He is capable of doing it. 

Ash- -Shaykh Ibn Baz 


The ruling on investing Wealth in Banks with Interest 


] What is the ruling on investing wealth in banks, while 
S= knowing that these banks give interest for placing 
money in them? 


HA From what is well-known with the people of knowledge of 
=. the Islamic law is that investing wealth in banks with Riba 
based profit is Islamically forbidden, and it is among the major 
sins. It is declaring war — Allah and His eta #E, as 
Allah said: 


[1] Muslim no. 1598. 
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“Those who Aayi Riba will not stand (on the Day of 
Resurrection) except like the standing of a person beaten by 

- Shaytan (Satan) leading him to insanity. That is because they 
say: ‘Selling is only like Riba,’ whereas Allah has permitted 


selling and forbidden Riba. So, whosoever receives an admonition - 


from his Lord and stops eating Riba, he-shall not be punished for 


the past; his case is for Allah (to judge); but whosoever returns (to - 


Riba), such are the dwellers of the Fire - they will abide therein 
Jorever. Allah will destroy Riba and will give increase for Sadaqat 
(deeds of charity, alms, etc. ). And Allâh does not like the 
disbelieving sinners. L] 


And He said: 


o gss Ga | be ose ES es 
Sia ge al Bat g bo SS at SI on oS Guy 
ack {4 spi F ~ 


Jai ETS i e pox ols sss s abt ¢ us ee (pat | a op 


(®© OE G55 
“O you who believe! Fear Allah and give up what remains ( due to 


you) from Riba (from now on), if you are (really) believers. And if 
you do it, then take a notice of war from Allâh and His 


Messenger. But if you repent, you shall have your capital sums. 
Deal not unjustly (by asking for more than your capital sums), 


and you shall not be dealt with unjustly (by receiving less than: 


your capital sums). ” 174 


And it has been authenticated from the E MEn, of Allah #§ 
that he cursed the person who devours Riba, the person who 
gives it, the pee! who writes it ae its witnesses, oe he said: 


[1] Biu 2:275-276. 
[2] Al- Baqarah 2: 278-279. 


e 
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“They are the same (in sin). Lt] 
This was recorded by Muslim in his Sahih. 


Al-Bukhari recorded in his Sahih from Abu Juhayfah + that the 
Prophet #¢ cursed whoever devours Riba and whoever gives it, 
and he cursed the maker of agate In the Two Sahihs, it is 
recorded from Abu Hurairah & æ that a da WE said: 


oú pal sth | (se 


“Avoid the seven destructive sins. 


a? 


We (the Companions) said: “And what are they, O Messenger 
of Allah?” He said: 


‘Sig ósi Y) ai 65 = yA 35 « SAZI AL IID 


piai a ES is Ae Po OS ISA qi Jú 
(sgl SGU 


“Associating partners with Allah, magic, killing the soul that 
Allah has made sacred, except with a right to do so, devouring 
Riba, devouring the wealth of the orphan, turning in flight on the 
day of battle, and wrongfully accusing the chaste believing women 
who do not think of committing lewd acts.’ 


The Verses and Hadiths with this aang - which is the 
forbiddance of Riba and the warning against it - are numerous. 
Thus, it is obligatory upon all of the Muslims to leave it, beware 
of it and advise others to leave it. And it is obligatory upon the 
authorities among the Muslims to prevent from this (Riba) 
those who are in charge of the banks in their countries, and to 
require them to adhere to the pure Islamic law. This is in 


carrying out the Law of Allah and avoiding His punishment. 
Allah said: | 


[N] Muslim no. 1598. 
Al-Bukhari no: 2766 and Muslim no. 89. 
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“Those who disbelieved from the Children of Israel were cursed 
upon the tongue of Dawud (David) and ‘Isa (Jesus), the son of 
Maryam (Mary). That was because they committed acts of — 
disobedience (sins) and they used to transgress. They would not 
prevent each other from the evil that they did, so indeed how evil it 
is what they were doing.” Oy 


And He said: 
PES ost ut Spa OS Be Lash sb) 
oa ate 
4 Si 


“And the believing men and the believing women are Awliya’ 
(friends, supporters and protectors) of one another. They 
command the good and forbid the evil.” *! 


The Prophet #¢ said: 


(lig, abl ee bf o FR oS BB W515 15) Galt i op 


“ 


“Verily, when the people see evil and they do not di e it, it is 
likely that Allah will cover them with His torment.’’° 


The Verses and the Hadiths concerning the obligation of 
commanding the good and forbidding the evil are numerous 
and well-known. So, we ask Allâh for all the Muslims - the 
rulers, the subjects, the scholars and the common people - 
success in adhering to His Islamic law and standing firm upon it, 
and being aware of eve cule that OPS it. sA He is the 
Best Who is asked. 

-= Ash- Shaykh I Ibn Baz 


i Al-Ma'idah 5:78-79. 
l At-Tawbah 9:71. 
Ibn Majah no. 4005, Abu Dawud no. 4338, At-Tirmithi no. 3057 and Ahmad 1:2. 
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The ruling on depositing Money in Banks 
with a specified Profit 


What is the ruling on depositing money in the banks 
with a specified profit? 


Depositing money into the bank with a specified profit is 


44, not permissible, because this agreement contains Riba. 
Indeed Allâh said: | 


displ ps eit al Shp 
“And Allah has allowed selling and forbidden Riba. a 
And He said: 


ne ae, or ue | o AGa ese Ze Akry 

OD k 25 of Yl & HG 8s at at ee ai KY 

4 od ot 5 Z 4° TA aw ese, ob 
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“O you who believe! Fear Allah and give up what remains ( T to 
you) from Riba (from now on), if you are (really) believers. And if — 
you do not do it, then take a notice of war from Allah and. His — 
Messenger. But if you repent, you shall have your capital sums. 
Deal not unjustly (by asking for more than your capital sums), 
and you shall not be dealt with Hay (by receiving less than 
your capital sums) P1 


This amount (of interest) that the person who makes the 


deposit takes for the deposit contains no blessing. Allah, the 
Most High said: 


CSE oS Wl al Rap 


“Allah will destroy Riba and will give increase for Sadagat ( deeds £ 
of charity, alms, etc. ).” 


i Al-Baqarah 2:275. 
Al-Baqarah 2:278-279. 
BI Al-Baqarah 2:276. 
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This type of transaction is.a type of Riba An-Nasi’ah and Riba Al- 
Fadhl, because the person who deposits the money pays his cash 
to the bank under the condition that it will remain for a fixed 
period of time for a fixed amount of ete (i.e., interest). 

- The Permanent Committee 


The ruling « on securing Money i in Banks 
that deal with Riba | 


The person who.has a sum of money and he places it in 
Z one of the banks with the intent of keeping it in a safe 
place and paying the Zakah due on it when a year passes on it, 
is that permissible or not? Please give us a o nena answer. 
May Allâh reward you with good. | | 


It is not permissible to,secure money in banks that deal 
=k, with Riba, even if one does not take any interest. This is 
due to what that contains of assisting them in sin and 
transgression, and Allah has prohibited that. However, if a 
person is forced to do that-and he cannot find any other place to 
keep his money safely other than the banks that deal in Riba, 
there is no sin in that, if Allah wills, en to the eek) Allah 
Says: TE n 4 


gi AE oY KE EE KI A Sp 
“Indeed He has explained n you what He has forbidden for you, 
except what you are forced to do (due to dire necessity). ” [1] 


Whenever there is an Islamic bank present or a safe aie that 
does not contain any aiding in sin and transgression, the person 
should deposit his money in it and it is not permissible for him 
to deposit his money in the bank that deals in Riba. 

~ Ash-Shaykh Ibn Baz 


UO) 4, An‘am 6:119. 
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The ruling on depositing Money in Banks that deal 
| with Riba without taking any Profit or. 


What i is the ruling of Islam concerning those who work 
& in the banks and those who place money in them 
without taking Riba based profits? . 


There is no doubt that working i in fans that deal Sain 
#4=\, Riba is not permissible, because that is assisting them in 
sin and transgression. Indeed Allah said: 


P T > s gr of A a Zae v» ~ 
1 olal lala o KAIF oY Ingles “Vy ah N Ip glady 


“And cooperate in righteousness and piety, and do not cooperate in ` 
- sin and transgression. And on Allah. Indeed Allah is severe in . 
punishment.” V1 | 


It has been confirmed from the T # that he cursed the 
person who devours Riba, the person who gives it, the ‘person 
who writes it one its witnesses, and a said: | 2 


a“ 7 


GIA oE 
“They are the same (i in sin). 


This was recorded by Muslim i in his Sahih. 


[2] 


In reference to placing money in the banks while taking monthly 
or yearly interest, that is a form of Riba that is forbidden by the 
consensus (Ujma‘) of the scholars. In reference to the person 
placing the money (in the banks) without taking any interest, it 
is safer to avoid doing this, except in the cases of necessity if the 
bank deals with Riba. This is because placing the money in the 
bank, even if there is no interest in it, is assisting the bank in its 
Riba ee It is feared that the peon who gora this vu be 


01, Al-Ma'idah 5:2- 
Muslim no. 1598. 
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considered among those who assist in sin and transgression, — 
even though he does not mean to do that. Thus, it is obligatory 

to beware of what Allâh has forbidden and seek safe methods of 
saving money and spending it. May Allâh give the Muslims 
success in doing that which contains their happiness, their 
might and their salvation. May He make it easy for them. to 
quickly establish Islamic banks that are safe from the dealings of 
Riba. Verily, He has is in control of that and He is oe o 
doing it.. : pi os : 


_ Ash-Shaykh ibr Baz 
The ruling on transferring Money through Banks 

“A\), Is it permissible for the Muslim to deal with the current 
<=, banks that give extra money on top of the capital sum or 


increase the amount to be paid by one who takes out a lòan 
from them?. $ | 


\) Itis not peace ot the person to eee his money in 
421, the bank and the bank to give him a guaranteed yearly 
increase, for example. It is also not permissible for him to take a 
loan from the bank under the condition that he will pay the 
bank an increase at the time that they agree upon for the person 
to pay back the borrowed money. For example, liké him paying 
back 5% more when he pays back the loan. These two forms of 
transaction are included in the generality of evidences regarding 
the forbiddance of Riba from the Book, the Sunnah and the 
consensus (Jjma’) of the scholars. This 3 is clear, and all the praise 
is due to Allah. | 


In reference to dealing with the Gans for securing money 
without taking interest and transfers of money, if the person is 
not forced by necessity to put his money in the bank, then it is 
not permissible to put it in it. This is due to what that contains 
of assisting the owners of the banks in using it in oe Indeed 
Allah. said: 
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~ “And cooperate in righteousness and piety, ae do not cooperate in 
sin and transgression. P] | 


If there i is a need that calls for that, then we do not know of any 
harm in it, if Allah wills. Regarding transferring money from one 
bank to another, even if it is for some increase that the 
transferring bank takes (as payment for the service), then that is 
permissible. This is because the increase that the bank takes is a 
fee mial it gets in return tor the job of transferring the money. 


The Permanent Committee 


This “Contribution” is exactly Riba 


f One of the banks made an offer to those responsible for 
W a students’ savings fund to keep the money of the 
students’ savings fund in return for what the bank calls a 
“contribution”. This is an expression for a sum of money that 
is given (by the bank) without any act in return other than 
keeping the money in the bank. The bank in return uses this 
money (i.e., the students’ savings fund money) and invests it. 


Therefore, is it pense to deposit the : sum of money into 


that bank? 


This act is not permissible, because it is exactly Riba. The 
A, reality of it is that the bank uses the money of the fund for 
a specified amount of interest that it gives to the fund. The bank 
has only called it a “contribution” as a means of deception and 
treachery and as a cover — up for Riba. Riba is Riba, regardless of 
what the people may call it. And Allah is the One Who is 
requested for help. 


Ash-Shaykh Ibn Baz 


MI Al-Ma'idah 5:2 
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The ruling on selling Bills of Exchange to the Banks 
for Profits | 


Aman buys E Y oi a gadan and Be agrees 
, with him on the time for paying, which will be a month 
or two. Then, the buyer signs a piece of paper for the 
merchant that is called a bill of exchange, which contains 
specifics regarding the price of the sale, the time for payment 
and the name of the buyer. After that, the merchant sells the 
bill of exchange to the bank and the bank pays the price of 
the bill of exchange in return for some profit that it takes 
from the merchant. Is this lawful or forbidden? 


GA Buying merchandise for payment to made later at a 
ae, designated time for a specified price is permissible. 
Writing the price is desired SNA due to the Bence 
of Allah’ s Statement: 


Cte £3 sai á oe 256 at iat LK hey 
“O you who believe! When you contract a “debt for a fred period, 
write it down. ae 


In reference to selling thie sales draft to the banki in return for its : : 


paying the sum and the bank taking responsibility for paying -` 
what is on the sales draft frorn the person who- Aa an = 


product, this is forbidden because it is Riba. 


May Allah send blessings and peace upon our Prophet 
Muhammad, his family and his Companions. — | 
The Permanent Committee 


[1] Al-Exqarah 2:282. 
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The ruling on holding Shares in Banks ai 
that deal with Riba a SER 


i Is it ren De to hold snes with hanks that operate 
sz in the Kingdom (of Saudi Arabia), like. the Saudi 
American Bank and the United Saudi Business Bank, that 
are now offering their shares for public subscription, and 
other banks? Please give us a beneficial answer. May Allah 
reward you from us a thousand blessings of good. | 


It is not peimissible to hold shares in banks that deal with 
= Riba. Likewise, Riba transactions with banks or anyone 
else are not permissible, because that is cooperating in sin and 
transgression. Allah says: | = ai, 
©) apres 2 os gy RIAL Ae 
| £35 ally gi! de PNS X Rein BV Je ene 
“And cooperate in righteousness and piety, and do not cooperate in 
sin and transgression.” | 
a | Ash-Shaykh Ibn Baz 


_ The ruling on buying Shares of Banks | 
What is the ruling on buying shares of banks and selling 


a5, them after a period of time, where 1,000 become 3,000 
for example? Is that considered a form of Riba? 


K AÀ Itis not permissible to sell shares of banks or buy them, 
==, because it is selling money for money without stipulating 
any equivalency and on the spot exchange. This is also because 
they (the banks) are Riba establishments. It is not permissible to 
cooperate with them, whether it is by. paying: or aaa This is 
due to the Statement of Allah: 


UI Al-Ma'idah 5:2 
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“Cooperate in righteousness and piety, and do not cooperate in sin — 
and transgression.” H1 


This is also due to whati is ond ori the Prophet % that 
he.cursed the person who devours Riba, the person who gives it, 
the person who writes it and its witnesses, and he said: 


ve 


“They are the same m in sin ) vi 


This was recorded by Imam Muslim in his Sahih. You do not get 
anything other than the capital sum of your money: 


My advice to you and to others beside you among the Muslims 
is to beware of all Riba transactions, warn others against them 
and repent to Allah from whatever you previously did of that. 
Because Riba transactions are a form of waging war against Allah 
and His Messenger £, and they are from the causes of Allah's 

anger and His punishment, as Allah said: | | 
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“Those aia Atour Riba will not stand (on the Day of 
Resurrection) except like the standing of a person beaten by 

` Satan leading him to insanity. That is because they say: ‘Selling — 
is only like Riba,’ whereas Allah has permitted selling and — 
~ forbidden Riba. So whosoever receives an admonition from his 
` Lord and stops eating Riba, he shall not be punished for the past; 


HI Al-Ma'idah 5:2 
Muslim no. 1598. 
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his case is for Allah (to judge); but whosoever returns (to Riba), 
such are the dwellers of the Fire - they will abide therein forever. 
Allah will destroy Riba and will give increase for Sadaqat (deeds 
of charity,. alms, etc.). And Allah does not like every disbelieving 


sinner. a 


And He sce: 
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“O you who believe! Fear Allah and give up what remains (due to 
you) from Riba (from now on), if you are (really) believers. And if 
-you do not do it, then take a notice of war from Allah and His 
Messenger. But if you repent, you shall have your capital sums. 
= Deal not unjustly (by asking for more than your capital sums), 
_ and you shall not be dealt with unjustly (by receiving less than 
your capital sums). "1 


ams is also ove to what preceded from the noble Hadith. 
: © Ash- oR Ibn Baz 


Working in Banks 
The ruling on working in Riba Banks 


I am just about to graduate and I intend to work in one 
a, of the banks that are present in my city. What is the 
opinion of his Eminence, the Shaykh, concerning this? Is 
working in the banks included in what is mentioned in the 
noble Hadith about Riba? _ S gs a 


G\\ I advise you not to work in the Riba banks due to what 
«cm that contains of assisting those who run them in what 


- Al-Bagarah 2:275-276. 
|2] Al-Baqarah 2:279-278. 
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Allah has forbidden of Riba. Indeed Allah said: 


; 5 P 


Pi g : 2 3%» 2 in ie hae “Ar 2 yy 2-7 ; 
1 Of aul ire 5 Af oY Ingles Í; AA vin 15G 3 
= OK 48 


“And cooperate in righteousness and piety, and do not cooperate in 
sin and transgression. And = Allah. — Allah is severe in 
punishment. - i 


This is also ere the a T cursed fie person ane 
devours Riba, the person who gives it, the person who writes it 
and its witnesses, and he said: 


Gp $ So 


“They are the same (in sin). 12] 


This was recorded Le Muslim in his Sahih on the authority of 
Jabir bin ‘Abdullah &. I ask Allâh to help those who are in 
charge of the banks to adhere to the Islamic law and leave off 
what Allâh has forbidden for them of Riba. I also ask Him to 
help the authorities in preventing them from this (Riba) so that 
they (the bankers) may adhere to the Law of Allâh and avoid 
what opposes it. = He is the Best Who is asked. 
Ash-Shaykh Ibn Baz 


Working in Riba Banks is assisting them in Sin 


I have a cousin who works in one of the banks as a 
“= secretary. Some scholars gave him a ruling that he should 
not remain there and that he search for another job other than 
the bank. Please benefit us concerning this — may Allah 
reward you with good — as to whether it is permissible or not. 


\, Whoever gave him the mentioned ruling did well, because 
AA, working in Riba banks is not permissible. This is because 


M Ai Maak 5:2. 
[2] Muslim no. 1598. 


The Book of Sales Transactions 391 


that is a form of. ons them in sin and transgression. Allah 


says: 


“7 A A 


Pa it “7 AP dt Log er yt? 7 Chace 
lp yl ipod Is wi A gi 5) 
1O oe E 


“And cooperate in righteousness and piety, and do not cooperate in 
sin and a And fear Allah. oy, Allah is severe in 
punishment.” 


Indeed it has nese E from the Messenger of Allah %5 
that he cursed the person who devours Riba, the person who 
gives it, the one who writes it and its witnesses, and he said: © 
mea 46 e 
“They are the same (in sin). ie 
This was recorded by Muslim in his Sahih. 
Ash-Shaykh Ibn Baz 
The ruling on working in the Riba Establishments 


Is it permissible to work in a Riba establishment, like as 
a driver or a security guard? 


It is not permissible to work in the Riba establishments, 
£2) even if the person is a driver or security guard. That is 
because his entering into a job with Riba establishments 
necessitates his approval of it. This is because whoever rejects 
something it is not possible for him to work for its benefit. Thus, 
if he works for its benefit, then verily he is approving of it. And 
the one who approves of something that is forbidden gets some 
of its sin. However, whoever deals directly with the recording, 
writing, sending, depositing and things similar to that, then 
there is no doubt that he is directly involved with the forbidden. 


Dl Al-Ma'idah 5:2. 
Muslim no. 1598. 


392 | = Fatawa Islamiyah 


Indeed it has been confirmed from the Prophet 4 that he said, 
or rather it is confirmed from a Hadith of Jabir æ that the 
Prophet 4% cursed the person who devours Riba, the person who 
gives it, its witnesses and its writer, and he said: : 


ee da 
“They are ‘the same (in sin in). Po 
Ash- -Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaimin 


The ruling on working in the security of Banks 7 


\ Aman works in one of the banks and he has been doing 
“= so for a period of 10 years. He knows that working in 
banks is not permissible. He works as a night guard and he 
has no connection with the transactions. Should he continue 
in the work or leave it? 


A It is not janubi for the Muslim to be a guard for the 
banks that deal with Riba, because this is a form of cooperating 
in sin and transgression, and indeed Allâh RA that in His 
Statement: 


oss 7 3 


526 pil & ils G3 

“And do not cooperate in sin and transgression.” i 
Usually, the situation with the banks is that they deal in Riba. 
Therefore, you should search for a lawful way of seeking 
sustenance other than this method. And success is from Allah. 
May Allah send blessings and peace upon our en 
Muhammad, his family and his Companions. 

| The Permanent Committee 


[1] Muslim no. 1598. 
l ALMa’idah 5:2. 
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The ruling of whoever works in the Banks due to — 
Ignorance and then he repents, and the ruling on the 
Wages that he took from them 


“A Linform you that I used to work in one of the banks and 
“SE it is called the Saudi-Holland Bank. It is one of the 
banks that are widespread throughout Saudi Arabia. I 
worked at this bank starting from a year after my graduation 
from high school and for a period of 6 or 7 months. Then, one 
of my friends informed me that working in the bank was 
forbidden since it dealt with Riba in some of its accounts. 
Therefore, I joined Saudi Airlines as a student and I left the 
bank. What I would like to ask is concerning the wages that I 
received during the 7 months, were they forbidden since I 
only worked as an employee, and I would take a salary for my 
work and my effort? Am I required to give all of what I 
received before of wages and monies in charity, or is it 
sufficient that I quit working at the bank? 


If the matter is as you mentioned, that after you were 
4,2. informed that it was not permissible to work in the bank 
(you quit), there is no sin on you for what you took from the 
bank in return for your work there for the mentioned period of 
months. You are not required to give it away in charity. It 
suffices that you made repentance from that. May Allah pardon 
you and us. And success comes from Allah. May Allah send 


blessings and peace upon His servant and Messenger, Muham- 
mad, and upon his family and his Companions. 


The Permanent Committee 


Working in Riba Banks is not TET 


I was in Egypt working in one of the government banks 
“<< and the important occupation of this bank was giving 
loans to farmers and others with easy payment conditions for 
a period of time that would be between a number of months 
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to years. These loans and mortgages of cash and commodities 
were supported by interest gains and late fees that were set 
by the bank when giving the loans and mortgages, for 
example, it may be 3% or 7% or more than that of increase 
added to the principle of the loan. When the time of paying 
the loan comes, the bank seeks the return of the original sum 
of the loan, plus the interest gains and fees in cash. If the 
customer delays in paying at the designated time, the bank 
adds interest fees for tardiness to the loan for every day the 
person is late past the date of payment. 


Based upon this, the goals of this bank are to collect the interest 
fees on loans and late fees for whoever does not adhere to his 
payment at the appointed times. From these sums of money the 
employees of the bank are paid their wages. I have been working 
at this bank for 20 years. I got married ftom the salary of the 
bank, I live on it, I take care of my children with it and I give 
charity. I do not have any other work besides it. So, wee | is the 
ruling of the Islamic law cones this? 


wh other interest gains due to late payments, all of that is 
Riba and it is not permissible to work in places like this bank. 
This is because working in it is a form of cooperating in sin hand 
ranse rEnSiON: Indeed Allâh said: ae 


“And cooperate in righteousness and piety, and do not cooperate in 
sin and Aer ig And fear Allah. ron Allah is severe in 
punishment.” 


In the Sahih, it is A kor Jabir bin ‘Abdullah $ pihai the 
Prophet #¢ cursed the person who devours Riba, the person who 
gives it, its writer and its witnesses, and he said: : 


Ul Al-Ma'idah 5:2. - 
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“They are the same (in sin). ”™ 


Muslim recorded this. In reference to the wages that you took, 
they are lawful for you if you were ignorant of the Islamic ruling. 
This is due to Allah’ s Statement: 


2r a B or Ga v2 torr oe twee 
wakes G “i gk 243) on ae Dele y ny ers aiá Ant í Gy 
a> ; ae ee - > Ze K >b ` 
O OAS G % UI Ll Ads ste i 5 A d sana 
l yg AN 4 GZ ok, Be ROG s, Žž IA Ge Mae, 
IO sf Ss E Cow Y Kir söka ars ppt any Cae 


“And Allah has permitted selling and forbidden Riba. So, 
whosoever receives an admonition from his Lord and stops eating 
Riba, he shall not be punished for the past; his case is for Allah 
(to judge); but whosoever returns (to Riba), such are the dwellers 
of the Fire - they will abide therein forever. Allah will destroy 
Riba and will give increase for Sadaqat (deeds of charity, alms, — 
etc.). And Allah does not like the disbelieving sinners.” | 


However, if you knew that this work was not permissible for 
you, whatever you took of wages you must spend in charitable 
projects and giving to the poor while repenting to Allah. 
Whoever sincerely repents to Allah, Allah acl his a a 
tance and forgives his sins, as Allah. said: 


RE RSIS st BS Os i I ee al cep 
oo GÉ o 62 oh (ELS GES 
“O you who believe! Turn to Allah in sincere repentance. Perhaps 


your Lord will expiate your sins for you and enter you into 
Gardens (of Paradise) with rivers flowing beneath them.” [3] 


And He said: 
[1] Muslim no. 1598. 


: Al-Baqarah 2:275-276. 
l At-Tahrim 66:8 
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1O one SE oyi as ABS 
“And all of you repent to Allah, O believers, so that perhaps you 
_ may be successful. [1] | 
Ah: -Shaykh ` Ibn Baz 


Salaries oi the S ae lat of the Banks i 


Are the salaries tha the bank rO receive in - 
W general and the Arab Bank in particular, lawful or 
forbidden? I asked this because I heard that they (these 
salaries) are forbidden, as the banks deal with Riba in some of 
their transactions. I hope for a beneficial answer since I 
would like to work in one = OF the banks. | 


Fal Riba Because that involves assisting them in sin and 
transgression. Indeed Allah said: 


tL» DATA g Nil hs “4 ea FAET 
E Anilo a e lys T saii i ae 
“And cooperate in alain and piety, and do not cooperate i in . 
sin and transgression.” 


It has been authenticated ioa the Prophet # Ue that he cursed 
the person who devours Riba, the person who gives it, the person 
who writes it and its witnesses, and he said: | 


Ve 


ee 


“They are ‘the same (in sin n). 131 


This was recorded by Muslim in his Sahih. 
Ash-Shaykh Ibn Baz 


- An-Nur 24:31. 
[2] Al-Ma'idah 5:2. 
j Muslim no. 1598. 
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Interest of the Banks 
The ruling on the Interest that the Banks pay- 


Some banks give profit earning to the sums of money 
S= that are placed with them by people who make deposits 
and we do not know the ruling on these interest earnings. Are 
they Riba or are they permissible earnings that are permis- 

sible for the Muslim to take? Are there any banks in the Arab 
world that deal with the people according to the Islamic law? 


G\\ Firstly, the profits that the bank pays to those who make 
#4, deposits, adding them to the sums of money that the 
people deposit in it, are considered Riba. It is not permissible for 
the person to benefit from these profits. He must repent to Allah 
for depositing money into these Riba banks. He must also 
withdraw the money that he deposited and its Riba profit. Then, 
he keeps the capital sum and he spends whatever is more than 
that in the ways of righteousness, such as on the poor, the 
needy, helping to make the public utilities better and so forth. 


Secondly, he must search for a place that does not deal in Riba, 
even if it is a shop, and the money should be put in it as a 
method of doing shared business. This should be a known 
designated portion of the profit, like a third for example. He 
may also put the money in the place as a means of securing it 
without any profit. May Allah send blessings and peace upon 
our Prophet Muhammad, his family and his Companions. 

The Permanent Committee 


The ruling on the Profits of the Banks 


\ Is the profit that the banks specify for the capital sums 
SZ of money lawful or forbidden? Should we take these 
profits or refuse them? Ee 
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K \ This profit is exactly Riba, because it is paying money and 
Sah taking more than it of its same type, as the banks do not 
define an amount for the profit of this wealth itself. Rather, they 
mix it with other money. So, the profit gained may be a lot and 
there may also be losses. ‘Therefore, it is Riba and deception. 
However, some of the scholars have allowed taking it and 
spending it in the way of righteousness, such as on the poor and 
the beneficial projects so that it does not remain for someone 
who will use it in disobedience. | 


peer Ibn Jibreen 


The ruling on taking Interests of the Banks and _ 
_ spending them on charitable Projects 


P We are Turkish SIRs who work in the Kingdom of 
S Saudi Arabia. Our country, Turkey, as you know, is a 
country established on secularism in its law and system. Riba 
is widespread in the country in a very strange way, so much 
so that the percentage may reach 50% in one year. Here we 
are forced to send money to our families in Turkey through 
the banks that are the sources of the Riba and its birthplace: 
Likewise, we put money into the banks due to fear of 
stealing, loss and some other dangers. With this considera- 
tion, we present to your Eminence two important questions 
in relation to us. Please give us a ruling concerning this 
matter of ours. May Allâh reward you with the best of 
rewards from us. 


Firstly: Is it permissible for us to take Riba from these banks 
and give it in charity to the poor and establish acts of goodness 
instead of leaving it for them to use? 


Secondly: If this is not permissible, is it permissible to place the 


money in these banks due to the excuse of the need to protect it 
from stealing and loss without receiving the Riba, while knowing 
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that the bank uses it as long as it is in it? - 


May Allah guide your steps, bring benefit through you, and 
direct you to what He loves. 

VA Tf the need calls for transferring money by way of Riba 
#4, banks, there is no harm in that, if Allâh wills, due to 


Allâh’ S Statement: 


AM YS FEN w 
“Indeed He has ‘idle to you a He has made forbidden for 
Jou, except what you are forced (by necessity ) to do.” oe Es 


And there is no doubt that transferring money through the 
banks is among the general necessities in this time. Likewise is 
the case of depositing money in them due to necessity without 
stipulating interest gain. If any interest is paid to the person 
without any condition being stipulated or any agreement being 
made, there is no harm in taking it and spending it on charitable 
projects, like helping the poor, those in debt and so forth. It. 
should not be kept for personal possession or benefit. Rather, it 
has the ruling of wealth that is harmful for the Muslims to leave 
(in the banks), while it is from the impermissible earnings. Thus, 
spending it on what will benefit the Muslims is better than 
leaving it for the disbelievers to use it in what Allah has 
forbidden. If it is possible to transfer money by way of Islamic 
banks or some lawful means, it is not permissible to transfer it 
by way of Riba banks. Likewise is the case of depositing money. 
If this can be done in Islamic banks or Islamic businesses, it is 
not permissible to deposit the money in Riba banks, as the 
necessity has been removed. And Allah is the Giver of success. 
Ash- ee Ibn Baz 


a Al-An'am 6:119. 
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Another ruling concerning taking Interest and 
spending it on charitable es 


Lf We are in a country whose peoe are not Muslims. In 
Ee this country Allah has blessed us with an abundance of 
wealth that we are required to keep in one of the American 
banks. We Muslims put our money in these banks without 
taking any Riba (interest) gains. They (the banks) are pleased 
with that and they think that we are foolish because we leave 
money for them that helps them in spreading Christianity 
with the wealth of the Muslims. My question is why don’t we | 
benefit from these interest earnings and help the poor — 
Muslims with it or build Masjids with it and Islamic schools? 
Is the Muslim blameworthy if he takes these interest gains 
and spends them in the way of Allah, like donating to the 
Mujahidin (Muslim soldiers who fight in Jihad saa the 
enemies of Islam) and other things? _ 


It is not permissible to put money into Riba banks, 
regardless of whether those who run them are Muslims or 
non-Muslims due to what that contains of assisting them in sin 
and transgression, even if that is without taking interest. 
However, if the person is forced by necessity to do that in 
order to keep his money safe without taking interest, there is no 
harm in that, if Allah wills. This is due to Allah’s Statement: | 


445 2 Sy tsf-c eS 6 Š E % 
“Indeed He (Allah) has iad to you what He has forbidden , 
for you, except what you are forced by necessity to do.” 1] 


In reference to their being a condition (in the agreement) of 
interest, then the sin is even greater, because Riba is among the 
major sins. Indeed Allah forbade it in His Noble Book and upon 
the tongue of His Trustworthy Messenger. He informed that it 


UF ALAn‘am 6:119. 


5 
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is destroyed and that whoever indulges in it, then he has 
declared war against Allah and His Messenger. It is possible for 
the owners of the money to spend from it in the ways of 
righteousness and goodness, and in helping the Mujahidin, and 
Allah will reward them for that and — that money for 
them. This is as He said: 


2A 


ih 248 asas h ah gie A Mt caki 
| I se V5 syle SEG yb Se 
“Those who spend their wealth (in charity, in the way of Allah, 
for the cause of Islam, etc.), night and day, secretly and publicly, 


they will have their reward with their Lord, and no fear shall be 
upon them, nor shall they grieve. mit) 


And He said: 
AN whe > ch is ot Be a 5 E, 
4G) ay KE yy ade 33 si ce cal G 


“And whatever you spend of anything, He (Allah) will replace it, 
and He is the Best of providers.’”! 


This includes Az-Zakah and other things as well. It has been 
authenticated from the Messenger of Allah #¢ that he said: 


For Fy - we 


RBIS WMG Yi fe Le i 51563 Ji if Size EN 
| | | 4535 Vy á dei 


“Wealth does not decrease from ( Dne charity, and Allâh does 
not increase a servant with (the characteristic of) pardoning except 
in honor, and no one humbles himself for Allah except that Allah 
elevates him.”\*! 


It has also been authenticated from him that he % said: 
al 5a i die! KL s 5 Y LLB ad Gel gs be U 
UT Al-Baqarah 2:274. 


2] Saba 34:39. 
Muslim no. 2588. 
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) “There is not a day that the people enter its morning except that 
two angels descend during it. One of them says, ‘O Allah, give | 
replacement to the person’ who spends,’ and ‘the. other ee O- 

Alláh, give loss to the person who withholds. M By | 


The Verses and Hadiths are numerous concerning the virtue of 
spending in the ways of goodness and charity on those who have 
needs. However, if the owner of the wealth took Riba (interest) 
ignorantly from the bank or he did so.due to being lax about the 
ruling, but Allah guided him afterward to what is correct, then 
he should spend it in ways of goodness and righteous deeds. He 
should not leave that Riba interest in his wealth, because Riba 
destroys whatever mixes with it, as Allah said: | 


soe Ar 2 DL 


ESA oes bl ut (Pre 


“Allah will destroy Riba and will give increase se for Sadaqat (deeds 
of charity, alms, ete.) P1 — 


And Allâh is the Giver of success. Ea 7 E 
a E Ash-Shaykh Ibn Baz 


The ruling on whoever takes this Interest ignorantly 


<= period of time passes on that money - let’s say a year or 
more. Then, I received the money with.an increase of 10%, 
and I did not know that this was a type of Riba or dealing 
that is not legislated. I spent the entire amount, meaning the 
increase that I gained, and the rest remained in the bank. Can 
I give this same amount (in charity) from any amount that I 
own from my lawful earnings, and is it permissible for me to 
travel to give it to my female cousins who are married and in 


] IfI had a sum of money, and I put it into a bank, and a 


MI Al-Bukhari 1442 and Muslim no. 1010. 
[2] Al-Bukhari 2:276. 
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need? This is while knowing that they live in an area that is 
far away from us. | ~~ l | 


va You must repent from what you devoured (i.e., used) of 
S that Riba that the bank gave to you in the name of 
“interest”. You do not have to pay any fine or charity. Rather, 
this is from that which Allah pardons due to His Statement: 


a i tee, Z sko 2A aA yo be we sB as © s 
€ ai dl sa alg ANG ú ae legs eA) (yA alec ys pele CR 
“So, to whomever an admonition comes from his Lord and he 
desists (from Riba dealings), then for him is whatever passed 


(that he took of Riba before) and his matter is left to Allah.” it] 


So, if you took this Riba after that (i.e., knowing it was Riba), 
then you should spend it in charity on whoever deserves charity 
among your relatives or non-relatives. This is so that you can 
clear yourself of the sin of devouring Riba. — 

i a Ash-Shaykh Ibn Jibreen 


~The manner of getting rid of Riba (Interest) | 


If I took from the bank some wealth that I owned, and it 
“Sz had been there for more than a year, and I got some 
extra profit (from the bank, i.e., interest) with it, is it 
permissible for me to give it away in charity or return it to the 
bank? What should I do? | 


XN 
=) 


‘GA \\ It is obligatory upon you to pay its Zakah every time a year 


=, passes on it, regardless of whether it was in the bank or 
somewhere else, as long as it was the minimum amount required 
for Zakah (i.e., Nisab). In reference to what the bank gave you of 
extra profit, do not return it to the bank and do not use it for 
yourself. Rather, spend it in the ways of righteousness, like 
giving charity to the poor, fixing up the restrooms, and helping 
those in debt who are unable to pay off their debts. It is not 


[1] Al-Baqarah 2:275. 
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permissible for you to deal with the bank in Riba or any place 
other than the bank, because Riba is among the most horrible 


sins. Indeed, Allâh said in His Noble Book: 


Oi g: te! 
“Those who devour Riba will not stand (on the Day. if 
Resurrection) except like the standing of a person beaten by 
Shaytan (Satan) leading him to insanity.. That is because they 
say: ‘Selling is only like Riba,’ whereas Allâh has permitted 
selling and forbidden Riba. So, whosoever receives an admonition — 
from his Lord and stops eating Riba, he shall not be punished for 
-the past; his case is for Allah (to judge); but whosoever returns (to 
Riba), such are the dwellers of the Fire - they will abide therein 
forever. Allah will destroy Riba and will give increase for Sadaqat 
(deeds of charity, alms, etc. a And Allah does not like the 


disbelieving sinners.” l] 


Then, He continues to where He says: 


oug ae | 
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“O you who believe! Fear Allah and give up what remains (due to 
you) from Riba (from now on), if you are (really) believers. And if 
you do not do it, then take a notice of war from Allah and His 
Messenger. But if you repent, you shall have your capital sums. 
Deal not unjustly (by asking for more than your capital sums), 
and you shall not be dealt with unjustly (by receiving less than- 


LI Al-Baqarah 2:275-276. 
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your capital sums). ” P! 


So, all these noble Verses prove the severe forbiddance of Riba 
and that it is among the major sins. Thus, whoever persists in 
indulging in it, then he is under the threat of remaining in the 
Fire (of Hell). We ask Allâh for safety from that. This remaining 
(in the Fire) is apparently like the remaining of the disbelievers 
(in Hell forever) and it is eternal, having no end, if the person 
was someone who considered Riba to be lawful. 


In reference to the person who knew that Riba was forbidden 
and he believed that, but he just continued indulging in it, the 
mentioned threat applies to him as well. However, his remaining 
in the Fire, if he enters it, is not like the remaining of the 
disbelievers (in the Fire). Rather, it is a period of remaining that 
has an end, as the Salaf of the Ummah and its Imams have 
broken this down into degrees. This is opposite of the Khawarij 
(Kharijites) and the Mu’tazilah (Mu tazilites). The same applies 
to the remaining (in the Fire) of the person who commits 
suicide, and the person who murdered someone else intention- 
ally and in transgression, and the remaining (in the Fire) of the 
person who committed fornication or adultery. All of this is 
from this matter. Whoever among these people considers these 
sins to be lawful, then he has disbelieved and he will remain in 
the Fire as the disbelievers will remain in the Fire (forever). We 
seek refuge with Allah from that. 


In reference to those who do not consider these things lawful, 
and he only does them due to obedience to his desires and 
Satan, then he will not remain in the Fire forever — if he enters 
it — like the disbelievers will remain. However, he will remain in 
the Fire for a time that will end. This is because the Arabs in 
their language express any lengthy stay with the term Khlud 
(forever) and the Qur’an was revealed in their language. This is a 
tremendous issue that must be given careful attention. It should 
be known that there is a difference between the disbelievers 


L Al-Baqarah 2:278-279. 
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remaining in the Fire and the disobedient (sinners among the 
Muslims) remaining in the Fire. Due to the ignorance of these 
two forms of remaining in the Fire, the Khawarij and the 
Mu’tazilah fell into a tremendous evil and corrupt belief. That is 
their ruling that the disobedient (sinners among the Muslims) 
would remain in the Fire eternally and forever just like the 
disbelievers. The people of the Sunnah (Ahlus- Sunnah) opposed 
them in that and explained the falsehood of their position with 
clear evidences from the Book, the Sunnah and the statements 
of the Salaf of the Ummah. Indeed it has been authenticated 
from the Messenger of Allah #¢ that he cursed the person who 
devours Riba, the person who BINS it, the person who writes it 
and its witnesses, and he said: | 


EN = hp 
“They are the same (in sin ye 


This was recorded by Imam Muslim in his Sahih from Jabir bin 
‘Abdullah $. Al-Bukhari recorded in his Sahih from Juhayfah 
> that the Phat we cursed the person who devours Riba, the 
person who gives it, the woman who practices tattooing, the 
woman who seeks to get herself tattooed, and the maker of 
pictures. 


Thus, it is obligatory upon all of the Muslims to beware of Riba 
dealings and cooperating in that with those people who deal in 
Riba. This is due to the two mentioned Hadiths and Allah’s 
Saying: 


“And cooperate in righteousness and piety, and do not cooperate in 
sin and transgression. And sale Allah. Verily, Allah is severe in 
| punishment.” ac | 


ey Muslim no. 1598. 
[2] Al-Ma'idah 5:2. 
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We ask Allah for success for all of the Muslims and us in doing 
that which pleases Him and being safe from the causes of His | 
anger Ar He isthe Best Who is asked. 

2 Ash- Shaykh ie Baz 


The ruling on taking Riba Profits and spending it in 
Charity on the Poor 


A What is the method of dealing with interest profits from 
458, the banks? Should they be left for the bank or should 
the person take it and pone it in a duei to > fear of the 
matter of Riba? 


A I prefer that it should be taken xin spent in charity on the 
Æa poor Muslims and there is no sin on the person, if Allah 
wills, as long as he does not devour it (i.e., use it for himself). It 
does not become Riba on the poor people. Rather, it is money 
that its owner gets in a forbidden way, thus he must give it away 
in charity, just like that which is stolen and that which is taken 
by force, when it is not expected that its owner will be found. 
The same applies to. dealing with forbidden wealth when 
repenting from it, like prostitution money, the price ae for a 
dog and so forth. 

| | Ash-Shaykh Ibn ea 


The ruling on taking Interest Earnings and giving it 
to the Migamdin 


E it TT kinsay that I depisit my wealth Gn 
a bank) and take the interest that it earns and give it to 
the Mujahidin, for example? . 


Ss, 


) Since it is known that these banks deal in Riba, depositing 
=, money with them involves assisting them in sin and 
transgression. We advise that the banks should not be dealt 
with. However, if the person is forced by necessity to do that 
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and he does not find financial institution or bank that is Islamic, 
there is no harm in depositing the money with the banks (that 
deal in Riba). It is permissible for him to take this money that 
they pay him as a profit or interest, but he should not include it 

in his wealth. Rather, he should spend it in the ways of 
| goodness, such as on the poor, the needy, the Mujahidin and 
others like them. That is better than him leaving it for someone 
who will spend it on churches and missionaries who call to 
disbelief and deterring others away from Islam. aoe tes 
= Ash-Shaykh Ibn Jibreen 


The Riba Profits should be spent in 
the Ways of Goodness 


j How can I get rid of the Riba profits Islamically? 


KAN I think and I feel that it is better to take it from the banks 
Sa and spend it in the ways of goodness and the charitable 
deeds, such as on Masjids and free schools in the Islamic lands 
that need that. This is better than the people of the bank 
devouring it while it came from them, and thus the person 
would be included in the Hadith of Allah’s curse being upon the 
person who devours Riba and the person who gives it (to be 
devoured by others). 3 


Ash-Shaykh Ibn Jibreen 


Comments of the Eminent Shaykh concerning what 

was published in the Magazine, Manarul-Islam, that 

a small amount of Profit is permissible as an 
exception > 


All praise is due to Allâh, the Lord of the worlds, and may 
blessings and peace be upon His servant, Messenger and Chosen 
One among His creation, our Prophet Muhammad bin 
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‘Abdullah and upon his family, Companions and whoever 
traverses upon their path and follows their guidance until the 


Last may Thus, to —7 


Indeed, I came across what was published i in its third issue e of the 
magazine, Manarul-Islam, that is produced in Abu Dhabi by the 
Ministry of Justice and Religious Affairs. It came out in Rabi’ul- 
Awwal in the year 1404 AH. This was the ninth year and it came 
about from an announcement of one of the departments of the 
unified Supreme Court in the United Arab Emirates concerning 
some of principles particularly related to banking profits. The 
decision concerning this matter was made before the courts and 
the essence of it was that a small amount of interest for a loan is 
permissible as an exception from the basic prohibition of Riba. 
This is if there is a need that calls for it and there is a benefit 
that necessitates it. This is in consideration of the banks in their 
present situation and in agreement with the systems of the 
world that the needs of the servants (mankind) require. The 
benefits of their lives could not be fulfilled except with these 
needs. Also, the courts cannot impose prohibition on interest 
earnings by saying that the Islamic law forbids interest. 
Likewise, in the situation of agreed upon interest, the judge 
may only rule according to it. Finally, the statement was given 
that a slight amount of interest is permissible as long as it is 
below 12% for business and 9% for other things. They 
considered that these interest rates in these situations do not 
contradict the Islamic law that Muslim Emirates (UAE) adheres 
to. | 


Verily, I am extremely amazed at this bold step in announcing 
these strange principles that carry a disgrace to the sacred laws 
of Allah and the kind teachings of His Law. These teachings are 
well-known in the religion of Islam from the clear texts of the 
Qur’an and the authentic Hadiths of the Messenger of Allah 28. 
This is especially strange that this was announced under the 
shade of a Muslim country that is led by a Muslim man. In this 
dangerous and hasty announcement is a falsification against 
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-Islam and a declaration of being lawful that which is from the 
worst of the forbidden things in the Law of Allâh. This has been 
clarified by his Eminence, the President of Islamic Judiciary in 
the Arab Emirates (UAE), in his refutation of these principles, 
and his clarification was a presentation of the truth, = 


It is Row that Allâh, the Most High has forbidden Riba it in all 
of its forms and colors in His Noble Book. This can be found i in 
numerous Verses. Among them i is His Statement: 


2 A geese 4“ 1r, A o rw A r ; , eS | 
Se Soest Ae Cl pois US Vy by a TTS Sheol ote 
(a , 
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“+ 
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-= “Those who devour Riba will not ey, (on the Day of 

_ Resurrection) except like the standing of a person beaten by 
Shaytan (Satan) leading him to insanity. That is because they 
say: ‘Selling is only like Riba,’ whereas Allâh has permitted E 
selling and forbidden Riba. So, whosoever receives an admonition 
from his Lord and stops eating Riba, he shall not be punished for 
the past; his case is for Allâh (to judge); but whosoever returns (to 

Riba), such are the dwellers of the Fire - they will abide therein 
forever. Allah will destroy Riba and will give increase for Sadaqat 
(deeds of charity, alms, etc.). And Allah does not like every 
disbelieving sinner.’ 


And He said: 


“O you who believe! Ee not Riba doubled and multiplied, but 
fear Allah so that you may be successful.” ao: | 


[1] Al-Baqarah 2:275- 276. 
[2] Aal-‘Imran 3:130. - 
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And He said: 


Z% 
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“And whatever you gave of Riba so that it would increase in the 
wealth of the people, it does not increase with Allah.’ ie 


= He said: 


omy 2 | yO 0 AGa i Ayr 7 Se Pp 
E P He e ail a iae Oi Geta} 
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“O you oho believe! Fear Allah and give up what remains (due to 

you) from Riba (from now on), if you are (really) believers. And if 
you do not do it, then take a notice of war from Allah and His 
Messenger. But if you repent, you shall have your capital sums. 
Deal not unjustly (by asking for more than your capital sums), 


and you shall not be dealt with on (by etd less than 
your capital sums ). 12] 


This harsh manner (of addressing Riba) proves that Riba is 
among the major crimes and the hideous of them, and that it is 
among the worst of the major sins that bring about the anger of 
Allah and cause his punishments to occur in this life and the 
Hereafter. Allah said: 


2 Ar f- 


5 ae a ee | 
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“Let those who oppose his (Prophet Muhammad's) command 
beware, lest they be afflicted by a Fitnah (evil trial) or they be 
afflicted by a painful torment.” >} 


The Prophet 2 said: — 
MI Ay-Rum 30:39 


3 Al-Baqarah 2:278-279. 
BI An-Nur 24:63. 


412 | ~ Fatawa Islamiyah 


Ú il AI pecea) 
“Avoid the seven Musbigat sins.” 


They (the Companions) said: “O Messenger of Allâh, what 2 are 
they?” He said: 


a e Ý 4 Dl as Jl ye pa dil EPAL 
SLA 23385 ran i EE ll Jui js 
3 (rR SG 
“Associating partners with Allah, magic, killing the soul that 
Allah has made sacred except with a right to do so, devouring 
Riba, devouring the wealth of the orphan, turning in flight on the 


day of battle, and falsely accusing the chaste, ns women who 
do not think of committing any indecent act. PEL I 


Muwbiqat : means things that destroy. He T also said: 
A J oG AE RERA PAE 


“Riba has 72 doors. The least of them (in sin) is like a man 
having sex with his mother (i i.e., incest). rial 


Indeed it has been authenticated from him that he ue are the 
person who devours Riba, the person who gives it, the person 
who writes it and its witnesses, and he said: _ 


CTD Ld 


GIGA a) 

“They are the same (in sin). ”™>! 

And he said) — o a a 
Ses E S ae OR Bales e a a AEE a ee 
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L Al-Bukhari no. 2766. and Muslim no. 89. 
] Awsat for Tabarani 8/73-74. no. 7147. 
Muslim no. 82/1584. 
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yo i thi; A 


“Gold for ai e for silver, wheat for wheat, dates for dates, 
barley for barley, salt for salt, like for like (in measure), and hand 

- to hand (paid for on the spot). So, whoever gives more or seeks to 
get more, then he has indeed committed Riba. The taker an the 
giver are the same in it.” | : 


This was recorded by Muslim. So, these Verses and Hadiths, as 
well as others besides them, affirm the forbiddance of Riba, 
whether it is in small amounts or large amounts, and they clarify 
its danger for the individual and the society. These texts explain 
that whoever deals with Riba or indulges in it, then he has 
become someone who wages war against Allah and His 
Messenger. Among all of the people of knowledge there is no 
difference of opinion concerning the forbiddance of that. due to 
the clarity of the texts concerning it. i 


How can the Muslim permit this who | is anxious about is 
religion’ s honor, who believes that this great religion of Islam 
came as a complete and perfect religion that contains the 
beneficial things and repels the evils? It is a religion that is 
suitable for application in all times and places. How can the 
Muslim allow himself to permit Riba and deal with it? 


Verily, these principles that were announced by one of the 
departments of the unified Supreme Court in the country of the 
Emirates with the argument that there is now a need for it, in 
order to declare permissible what Allah and His Messenger have 
forbidden, contains an offense against Allah. It is an opposition 
to Allah’s laws and an act of speaking about Him without 
knowledge. The need of the people for currency exchange 
institutions can only be achieved by those institutions traver- 
sing upon the fundamentals of the Islamic law. This is by 
declaring lawful what Allah has made lawful and declaring 
forbidden that which Allah has forbidden. If the matter is 


[1] Muslim no. 1587. 
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contrary to this, then it is evil and corrupt. The laws of Allah’s 
religion are confirmed and absolute, because they have come 
from One Who is Most Mighty and Most Wise, Who knows the 
affairs of His servants and what is befitting of their conditions. 
It is not permissible for us to judge according to opinion or 
desires or whatever is similar to them in EN lawful what is 
forbidden or declaring forbidden what is lawful. 3 


This is in carrying out the command of Allâh and His alanis 
concerning the obligation of mutual advising between the 
Muslims. This is also fulfilling what is obligatory upon someone 
like me. of clarifying and. warning about what Allah and His 
Messenger have forbidden. The writing of this: brief statement 
has been carried out, and I ask Allah to give all of the Muslims 
and us success in. properly understanding. His religion. and 
_ staying firm upon it. May He help us to be sincere to Allah and 
His servants, and beware of everything that opposes His pure 
Law. Indeed He is Most Generous, Most Noble. May Allah send 
blessings and peace upon our r Prophet Muhammad, his s family 
and his a 

| “The General President 
For the Administrations of Scientific Researches, 


Religious Verdicts, Preaching and Guidance 
-= ‘Abdul-‘Aziz bin ‘Abdullah bin Baz 
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The ruling on banks that give loans _ | 
with a interest 


All praise is ; due to Allâh alone. To — 


The Permanent. Committee for Scientific Researches and 
Religious Verdicts reviewed the current request from the 
General Secretariat of Senior Scholars Board for a ruling 
particularly regarding the question of a questioner about two 
issues. One of them is what he. mentioned concerning a bank 
that was established in their country and it gives those who hold 
shares in it loans with yearly interest at the rate of 6% until the 
loan is repaid. The questioner asks about the correctness of that. 
The second question is concerning the ruling of nee ine 

girls and whether it is recommended or disliked. 7 


After the Committee’ S study of the request ior a "N it 
responded to the first question by saying that the transaction — 


~~ with the bank that is mentioned in the question is a forbidden 


- transaction. Tt. combines Riba Al-Fadhl and Riba An-Nasi’ah. It is 


`- Riba Al-Fadhl because the person takes 1. ,000. from the bank, for 


- example, and he gives the bank 1 060 in-return. It is Riba. An- 
| Nasi. ‘ah in-that he takes 1,000 from the bank today and he gives 


the bank 1,060, for. example, after a year. This is based upon 


- what Ahmad and ‘Muslim recorded n ‘Ubadah bin As- P 
“& that the Prophet ius said: S E a 
cell jails CAL ig aby big Rees “sin 
eja G BB ae ay «fey É sbie alig «hy 58 | 
(Ly 15g SWS 13) | ke E | pas Ses 


“Gold for gold, silver -for silver, wheat for wheat, barley for barley, z 
dates for dates, salt for salt, like for like (in measure), and hand to 
hand (i.e., paid on the spot). If these types of items differ then sell 
however you wish, as long as it is hand to hand (i.e., paid on the 
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spot). ” P- 7 

The point of proof in this that proves the forbiddance of this 
transactions and that it combines Riba Al-Fadhl and Riba An- 
Nasi‘ah is that the bank gives the borrower a type of money and 
stipulates a condition upon him that it must be returned after a 
period of time with an increase. This increase is subject to the 
period of time that precedes its payment. The Messenger of 
Allah #% said, “Like for like (in measure) and hand to hand (i.e., 
paid on the spot).”’ Thus, this transaction is opposed to his 
command concerning that. Ibn Al-Munthir mentioned that 
there is a consensus (Ijma’) among the people of knowledge that 
if the person gives a loan and stipulates an increase or pas on the 
borrower, then this is a type of Riba. Bee Sg a 


The Committee responded to the second question by saying 
that circumcising women is legislated for them as something 
that is recommended. This is due to what Al-Khallal recorded 
with his chain of narration back to Shaddad bin ve 2 that the 
Prophet & said: | 


Meg 4 egy Ee TAN, 


“Circumcision is a Sunnah for the men ae an 1 honor for the | 
_ women. ’ 


And. success if pon Allah. May Allah send blessings and peace 
upon Muhammad, his family and his Companions. 
_ The Permanent Ca 


The ruling on the Loan with Interest 


R Is dealing with the bank Riba or permissible, because 
<= many of the citizens take loans from them. 


K A) It is forbidden for the Muslim to take a loan from anyone, 
=, whether it is gold, ‘silver or paper money, under the 


[1] Musk no. 1587. 
Ahmad no. 5:75. - 
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= condition that he will return more than it. It makes no 
difference whether the lender is a bank or other than a bank. 
This is because it is Riba, which is.among the greatest of the 
major sins. Whichever of the banks deals in this type of 
transaction, then it is a Riba bank. May Allah send blessings and 
peace upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and his 
Companions. 


The Permanent E 


ne, Loan with Interest is not permissible : 


year. I have debts that are: 53, 000 riyals and the people, who 


D I a am an n employee ao N T of about 3 048 ae 
Se riyals (monthly) and I have been’ married for. about a va 


I owe the debts to, often press me for payment, but I do not- `- 
have the money to pay them back. Is it permissible for meto - 


take out a loan from one of the banks that give loans while 
taking interest? This is while knowing that the loan will not — 


cover half of my debts. Please benefit me with an answer, 


May Allah reward you with good. 


It is not eine Joi the Muslim to take out a loan 
=. from the bank or anywhere else that is a loan with 
interest. This is because that is from the greatest forms of Riba. 
He must take the permissible means in seeking sustenance and 


paying off debt. 


In what Allah has allowed of transactions and types of earnings 
is what will suffice the Muslim from Canig with what Allâh mas 
forbidden for ‘him. m 


What is obligatory upon the people to whom the debt is owed i is 
that they give you time until you are able to pay if they know 
that you are in difficult circumstances (i.e., unable to ae This 
is due to Allah’s Statement: > TRN 


Lora 
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“And if the debtor is in hard time ( has no money), then grant him 
time till it is easy for him to repay; but if you remit it by me of a 
_ charity, that is better for you if you did but know.” H1 i 


It has been authenticated from the Messenger of Allah. 25 that 
he said: 


dip Jiii gaii nee ee 


“Whoever gives time (for payment) to someone in ‘difficult 

circumstances (i.e., he is not able to repay), Allah will shade him 
in His Shade on a ee in which there will be no shade m His is 

Shade.” 1 | 


And he ug said: 


GAI asl Te sié i ai | e es 


“Whoever makes matters easy for someone in EA circum- 
stances (i.e., if he has no money), Allah will make matters easy for — 
him in this life and in the PT 7 13] . 


And Allah is the Giver of success. so. 
| | | Ash-Shaykh Ibn Baz 
The ruling on taking a Loan from a Real Estate _ 

- Development Fund for someone who is wealthy 


. I am a man who borrowed some money from a real 
Se estate expansion fund to build a villa, and my situations 
are good - and all praise is due to Allah. After building it I still 
remain in good condition financially. Then, after a period of 
time I rented it out to someone. The queson is, is there any 


ny Al-Bagarah 2:280. 
Ahmad 3/427. 
Muslim no. 2699. 
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sin on me for what I did, and is there any Zakah due on the 
rental money? 7 


A Since the government - may Allah give it success - opened 
== this Real Estate Fund, and the intention of it was to 
relieve the housing crisis and what occurs sometimes of 
hardships, the government allowed every (Saudi) citizen to 
borrow from it under well-known conditions. They did not 
make any distinction between a wealthy person and a poor 
person. It makes no difference whether the borrower built the 
house for living i in or renting. Thus, there is no harm in that and 
this person’s dealing is correct, if Allah wills. In reference to Az- 
Zakah, it is not due on the houses and buildings themselves. It is 
only due on the rent money if it remains with the owner until a 
year passes with it in his possession. So, if he spent it or used it 
to pay off a debt, there is no Zakah due on it. | 


Ash-Shaykh Ibn Jibreen 


The ruling on Employees collecting Money | 


A group of the teachers collect a sum of money at the 
<= end of each month from their salaries and it is given to a 
specific person among them. Then, the next month it is given 
to another person and so forth until all of them have taken 
their share. Some people call this a Jam’iyyah (club, 
organization). So, what. is the ruling of the Islamic law 
concerning that? : 


A There is no harm in that. It is a loan that does not have 
==, any stipulation of increased benefit for anyone. The 
Senior Scholars Board looked into that and decided by a 
majority decision that this is permissible due to what it contains 
of benefit for everyone without any harm. And Allah is the Giver 
of success. 


Ash-Shaykh I Ibn Baz 
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It is not permissible to sell a Loan except for the 
same Price at the time of demanding Payment _ 


My brother in Allah’s religion (Hasan M.) loaned me 
. 2,000 Tunisian dinars. We wrote a contract for that in 
ich we mentioned the amount of the money in German 
currency. After the time of the loan passed, which was a year, 
the value of the German currency went up. So, if I gave him 
what was in the contract I would be giving him 300 Tunisian 
dinars more than what I borrowed from him. So, is: it 
permissible for my lender to take the increase or is it 
considered Riba? Especially since he wants to be paid in 
German currency so that he can ouy a car from Germany. 


GA ‘The lender (Hasan M.) may not take anything other than 
AA, the amount that he lent you, which was 2,000 Tunisian 
dinars, unless you permit the increase (of your own freewill), then 
there is no problem with that. This is due to the Prophet’s saying: 


sll oss, oF Dor Sat A 
Las gece! yÙ ois op. 


“Verily, the best of the people are the best of them in ARER 
(debts, loans, etc.).”\" 


This was recorded by Muslim i in his Sahih. Al- Bukhari recorded 
it with the wording: 


gagi e] 
l “Voril ly, fin the best o of the people are the best of them in repaying 
(debts, loans, etc.). he 


In reference to the mentioned contract, it is not acted by and 
nothing is necessitated by it, as it is a contract that is not 
Islamically legislated. Indeed the legislative texts prove that it is 
not permissible to sell a loan except for the same price at the 


UI Muslim no. 1600 
[2] Al-Bukhari no. 2392, 
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time of demanding payment, unless the person who owes the 
debt permits the increase as an act of kindness and reciproca- 
tion. This is due to the authentic Hadith that was ee 
mentioned. | 

Ash-Shaykh Ibn Baz 


Whoever borrows Money in one Currency, 
can he repay it with another Currency? ~ 


| One of my relatives who lives in Cairo requested a loan 
= from me of 2,500 Egyptian pounds. I sent. him the 
amount of 2,000 dollars, which he sold and got 2,490 
Egyptian pounds. Now he wants to repay the debt, while 
knowing that we did not agree on a set time for repayment 
and how the money should be repaid. The question is do I 
take from him 2,490 Egyptian pounds, which is equivalent 
now to 1,800 American dollars (which is less than the 
amount that I paid to him in dollars), or do I get 2,000 
dollars? This is while knowing that he will have to buy the 
dollars for about 2,800 Egyptian pounds (which is 300 
Egyptian pounds more than the amount he got). 


\ What is obligatory is that he returns to you what you lent 
“a him in dollars, because this was the loan that he took from 
you for himself. However, along with that, if you both agree that 
he give pigs Egyptian pounds, there is no harm in that. Ibn 
‘Umar $ said: “We used to sell camels at Al-Baqi‘ for dirhams 
and we ould take dinars for them. Then, we would sell the 
dinars and take dirhams for them. So, the Prophet 2 said: 


4 Fs P ae a eyes ” er o a an S £ 7 
Os Cows DSSS Gai a Us Lge y Sages late lb òl ork YW) | 
= There is no harm if you take them for their price on that day, as ` 


long as you (the two dealers) do not separate with something 
(owed) between you.” t] 


MI Abu Dawud no. 3304 and An-Nasa’i no. 4586. 
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_ So, this is selling cash for another type of cash, which is similar 
to what selling gold for silver is. Thus, if he and you agree that 
he gives you Egyptian pounds instead of dollars, under the 
condition that you do not take from him more pounds than 
what the loan was equal to at the time of agreeing to the change 
(of currency), there is no harm in that. For example, if 2,000 
dollars now equals 2,800 pounds, it is not permissible for you to 
take 3,000 pounds from him. But it is only permissible for you 
to take 2,800 pounds and it is permissible for you to take 2,000 
dollars. This means that you take according to today’s price or 
less, meaning you do not take more, because if } you took more, 
you have taken profit in what was not included in that which 
you were guaranteed. Indeed the Prophet 2% prohibited any 
profit on that which was not guaranteed. However, if you took 
less, then this is taking some of your right and relinquishing the 

rest, and there is no harm in n that. 
Ash-Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaimin 


Every Loan that brings ii Benefit is Riba - 


A) A man borrowed some money from andither man, but 
W the lender stipulated a condition that he takes a piece of 
farmland from the borrower as collateral for the sum of 
money. Then he (the lender) began planting on the land and 
taking its complete yield or half of it, and he would leave the 
other half for the owner of the land until he repaid the entire 
loan as he took it. At that time the lender would return the 
land to him that was under his control. What is the Islamic 
ruling in your view concerning this stipulated loan? 


Verily, the loan is among the contracts of kindness that 
= has as its objective gentleness with the borrower and 
adhe: to him. It is from the desired matters that are loved by 
Allah, because it is an act of kindness to the servants s of Allah. 
Indeed Allah said: 
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“And do good (i.e., acts of kindness), jor verily Allah loves those 
who do good.” ™!! 


So, in reference to the lender it is a legislated and recommended act, 
and in reference to the borrower it is a permissible and allowed act. 


Indeed it has been confirmed from the Prophet #€ that he 
borrowed a young camel from a man and he returned one better 
than it. So, since this contract - meaning the contract of a loan - 
is from the contracts of gentleness and kindness, it is not 
permissible to change it to a contract of compensation and 
profit. When I say profit, I mean worldly material profit. This is 
because by this it leaves its context and becomes a matter of sale 
and compensations. For this reason you find a difference in a 
man saying to another: “I will = you this dinar for another 
dinar to be paid after a year,” or: “I will sell you this dinar for 
another dinar,” and they andes before payment is made. For 
verily, in both of these situations the sale is forbidden and it is 
Riba. However, if he lend him a dinar and he repaid him after a 
month or a year, that is permissible as long as the lender does 
not take the payment until after a year or more or less due to 
putting the aspect of kindness first. 


Based on that, verily if the lender stipulates a condition of 
material benefit on the borrower, then he has removed the loan 
from the matter of kindness and therefore it is forbidden. 


The well-known principle with the people of knowledge is that 
every loan that brings some benefit (to the lender) is Riba. Based 
upon this it is not permissible for the lender to stipulate a 
condition on the borrower that he give him some land to use for 
planting, even if he gives the borrower a share of the crop. 
Because that is a form of bringing some benefit to the lender and | 
it removes the loan from its fundamental matter, which is 
gentleness and kindness. 


Ash-Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaimin 


[1] Al-Baqarah 2:195. 
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The ruling on taking a Loan from forbidden Monay 
Isit permissible | for me to borrow money from a person 


= whose business i is known to be forbitiden and he deals i in 
forbidden matters? 


| D My brother you doa not ue. a joan from this person 
£2, or deal with him as long as his transactions are in that 
which is forbidden and he is known for forbidden transactions 
of Riba. or anything else. You should not deal with him and you 
should not take a loan from him. Rather, it is obligatory upon 


+ you. to stay clear of that and avoid it. However, if he deals with . 


a that: which. ‘is. forbidden. and . that. which. . ‘is not. forbidden, 
’ meaning his dealings are mixed, containing both good and evil, 
there is no harm in dealing with him. Yet, it is better to avoid 

‘dealing with him. due to. the. Tope s statement: , 


KOFEIIN 


alean dar which causes you to doubt bt for that which A not 
_ cause you to doubt.” Pl _ | 


| ae his statement: 


(3565 gay fs cig Al iy | 


“Whoever zoids the doubtful matters, then&e has mae himself 
‘blameless in his religion and his honor. le] 


And iis TT Soag eee 
gé e ais of ER SS ayirt To 


“Sin is that which wavers in your soul and you do not like for the 
people to know about it.” >} < 


Thus the believer avoids the DiRi en So, if you know 
D] At-Tirmithi no. 2518 and An-Nasa’i no. 5714. 


2] Al-Bukhari no. 52 and Muslim no. 2387. _ 
Muslim no. 2553. 
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that all of a person’s dealings are forbidden and that he does 
business in that which is forbidden, then this type of person 
should not be dealt with and money should not be TOONE 


from him. 
_Ash-Shaykh Ibn Baz 


The ruling on selling Currency for another ‘Currency 
for Payment made later 


I borrowed a sum of money for necessary reasons from a 
“= person who does not practice Islam. This loan was 
under the condition that I would return the same value of 
money in a currency that is not the currency of my country 
and that would be when I returned to my place of work in 
Saudi Arabia. So, when I returned (to Saudi Arabia) after 
some time, the value of that foreign currency went up and it 
became twice the amount that I borrowed. Thus, if I sent him 
the amount in the foreign currency disregarding the 
difference in the currency, is that permissible? Or should I 
only send him the amount that I borrowed from him? 


This loan is not correct because in reality it is selling a 
=, currency that is present for another currency to be paid 
later, and this transaction is Riba. The reason is that it is not 
permissible to sell a currency for another currency except hand to 
hand (i.e., paid on the spot). You must return to him what you 
borrowed from him only while making sincere repentance for what 
took place of this Riba transaction. And success is from Allah. 

| | : = Ash-Shaykh Ibn Baz 


-He borrowed Money from me and did Business 
with it, so ay I ss extra aed from him? 


money under the condition that he would repay it to me 
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within 6 months. However, he kept the money with him 
longer than that and began doing business with it until now. 
Is it permissible for me to request more than the Onginas sum 
of ay money from him or not? 


You only get the capital sum of your money. It is not 
eh, permissible for you to request an increase, because that is 
a form of Riba. However, if he gave you as a form of generosity 
from him and not at your request and under no compulsion, 
some extra along with what was due to you then that is 
preferred for him and better for you. This is acting according to 
the authentic Hadith, which i is the Prophet’s statement: | 


“ASS aol ec) je Sp 


“Verily, the best of the people are the best of them in repaying 
(debts, loans, ete.). Alh 


This is also because disk contains a fo of ENSO for 
you due to your kindness. Indeed the Prophet ¥§ said: 


a 1,236 4 BS b Igis 7 ae e oan Si EAr E 


i “Whoever does an act of goodness to you, diei GR OAE him If. 
you cannot find anything to compensate him with, then sup a 
| [er him until Jou think that you have ee him.’ A 
Ash- a Ibn Baz 


The Hadith: p: “Every joan that brings some Benefit 
(to the lender) is Riba.” 


: What is the ruling on giving a loan to a person under the 
<= condition that he returns that loan at a specific time and 
he even me a loan of the same amount for the same period of 


1 Al-Bukhari no. 2392 and Muslim no. 1600. 
] Abu Dawud no. 1672. 
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time as the first period? Is this included under the Hadith: 


aS pE Saas S = ye ; j6 
“Every loan that brings some benefit (to the lender) is Riba.” 


This is while knowing that requesting some increase has not 
been stipulated. 


Please benefit us with an answer. May Allâh reward you with 
good. | 
f AN This loan is not permissible because it contains the 
4, stipulation of a similar loan to be given to the lender, and 
oa is considered a contract within a contract, which has the 
same ruling as two sales in one. It is also not permissible because 
he stipulated a condition of some increased benefit on top of the 
simple loan, which was that the borrower would loan him a 
similar loan. Indeed the scholars have come to a consensus that 
every loan that contains a condition of increased benefit or an 
understood agreement for it, then it is Riba. In reference to the 
Hadith: | 


(Cy g danas 56 55 ip 
“Every loan that brings some benefit (to the lender) is Riba. ae 


This is a weak Hadith. However, that which alludes to its same 
meaning has been reported from a group of the Companions 4, 
if that benefit is stipulated as a condition or if has the ruling of a 
stipulation or debt. 

Ash-Shaykh Ibn Baz 


(1) A}-Matalib Al-‘Aliyah 1/411, 1373 and Irwaul-Ghalil 5/235, 1398. 
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Debt 


He died and he owed a Debt, so does his Soul still 
remain bound to it? 


Whoever died and he owed a debt that he was not able 
to repay due to his pora does his soul remain bound 
aind tied to it? , be 


Ahmad, Ibn wipe and At- Tirmithi, all recorded from 
=, Abu Hurairah % that the Messenger of Allah 6 said: 
Gs 2k S gh he gyl Be 


“The soul oft the believer i is attached to his debt until it is is repaid for | 
him. a | 


This means that whoever leaves some wealth, his. debt should be 
paid with it. In reference to the person who had no wealth to 
repay his debt, it is hoped that this Hadith does not apply to 
him. This is due to the Statement of Allah, the Most High: - 


& Aa iT tena EE Se 
“Allah does not burden a soul except with what it can bear.” t” 


And His Statement: | | 
4 í; 5 FIC rs OE o 


“And if the debtor is having difficult times (i.e., he iias no money ) 
then grant him time until it is easy for him to repay.” 


Likewise, it does not apply to the person who had good intentions 
to repay it when he took the loan, and then he died while he was 
not able to ey, it. This is due to what Al-Bukhari recorded from 
Abu Hurairah æ that the Messenger of Allah 2% said: 


L] At-Tirmithi no 1079. 
[2] Al-Baqarah 2:286. 
Al-Baqarah 2:280. 
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i all 


“Whoever takes the wealth of the people and he intends to pay it 
back, Allâh will pay it back for him, and whoever takes it 
-intending to waste it, Allâh will waste him.” | 
~The Permanent Committee 


When i is the accountability of the Deceased who is in 
~ Debt cleared from the responsibility of the Debt? 


It is known that the Real Estate Development Fund 
& gives loans to the citizens (i.e., Saudi citizens) that have 
a long term of payment so that they can build homes for 
themselves. The repayment of the loans is to be completed 
over a period of 25. years. If the borrower died and he has 
only paid two of the mentioned payments, and his heirs took 
up the making of the payments at the appointed times after 
his death, is the accountability of the deceased freed at that 
time with this not being included in the Hadith: 


(rs A SE “5 Et fie Pa 2 Aid 
“The soul of the believer is attached to his debt until it is repaid for 
him.” t- 


Or is he bound to this debt until all of the payments are paid 
off? I hope for a clarification concerning this matter from your 
Eminence. 


_ If the person died while owing a debt to be paid at a later 
ÆA, time, then that debt remains upon him. If the heirs try to 
repay it and the person who is owed the debt is satisfied with 
them repaying it or they give a full guarantee or pledge to repay 


ol Al-Bukhari no. 2387. 
At-Tirmithi no. 1079. 
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the debt, by that the deceased will be safe from the 
ee if Allah wills. 
Ash-Shaykh Ibn Baz 


It i is not necessary to pay up all of the Payments “a 
the Real Estate Bank if the heirs of the deceased or 
someone else agree to pay off the Loan 


_ My father owes a debt to the Real Estate Bank and he 


= 


S= died - may Allah have mercy on him. Are we obligated 
to pay the entire amount of the money or can we pay it — 
according to the installment payments that the bank a: 
to and clear him of the responsibility by that? 


It is not necessary to repay all of the payments at once if 
4£3., the heirs or someone else agree to pay it at its times in a 
way that contains no danger for the one to whom the money is 
due. This is because the delayed payment is from the rights of 
the deceased and his inheritors inherit it from him. There is no 
harm on the deceased in that, if Allah wills. This is because the 
debt for delayed payment is not required to be repaid until its 
times and the heirs take the place of the deceased if they agree 
to that or someone else agrees to it in a way that contains no 
danger for the one to whom the money is due, as we mentioned 
before. 2; 
| Ash-Shaykh Ibn Baz 


He died and he did not inform anyone of his Debt © 


A person died while owing a debt and he did not inform 
= anyone of that. So, what i is the mene 7 E 


AA Ifthe deceased owes a debt and he did not en anyone 
==, of it before he died, it is obligatory upon his heirs to repay 


it from whatever he left if the debt is confirmed by a legal proof 
that is given precedence over the will and the inheritance. — 
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If the heirs and those who claim to be owed the debt dispute 
an the matter is poe to the Shari‘ah court. 
| ‘Ash- ai Ibn Baz 


- Giving Time to pay to the Person who is havis | 
financial difficulties is desired in all Transactions 


P Has Islam made a distinction between civil dealings 
&2 (i.e., between individual persons) and business dealings 
in the matter of giving time to those who owe debts until 
hey are able to pay? i | 


Allah, the Most High | said: eutuu Bie 
Ke os &) “2h Sh 6S easy ‘errs weal 25 ols | 
É ana AS a J PA rer oe f 
“But if you repent, you shall have your capital sums. Deal not 
unjustly (by asking for more than your capital sums), and you 
shall not be dealt with unjustly (by receiving less than your | 
capital sums). And if the debtor is having difficult times (i.e., he | 


has no money), then grant him time until it is easy for him to 
repay. H! 


These Verses are discussing the laws of Riba. Allâh commanded 
the person who practices Riba to repent from it as the poor 
person has to bear the burden of the loan because by the passage 
of time it increases until it becomes doubled and multiplied. He 
commanded him to limit himself to requesting the original 
capital sum of his money and to give the poor person time to 
pay that. He should not make matters hard on him in requesting 
the money until the person is able to pay that. This generally 
includes all people who owe a debt, whether it is in business or a 
debt between individual civilians or a right from the financial 
rights or some Dy that is owed. It is obligatory to give the 


L Al-Baqarah 2:279-280. 
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person time due to his difficult circumstances until Allâh makes 
his situation better financially. It is not permissible to lock him 
up or deal harshly with him, as the Fiqh scholars have 
mentioned in the chapters regarding E ie from 
dealings and other things. 


| “Ash-Shaykh Ibn Jibreen 


_ The ruling on imprisoning | the Debtor who is a 
iy) nancy difficulties | 


I am a man ahi i Dei Ee nie le owe a 
, sum of money. I have been in jail since more than a year 
and a half. No sponsor will accept my claim. I am a poor man 
and I have a family. Is it permissible to imprison me?! 


1A We advise you to be patient with what Allâh has destined 
=. and decreed, and Allâh will make a way out for you. In 
ae to the prison, it is not permissible for someone who is 
confirmed as being poor and he is not able to pay his debt to be 
imprisoned. However, there are some people who claim to be 
poor in order to play with the rights of the people or to devour 
the wealth of the people in falsehood. It is permissible to 
imprison someone regarding rights until it is becomes clear who 
is truthful in his claim of BOVEY) and who is not poor. 


Ash- Ai Ibn Jibreen 


I cannot find the Man to whom the Debt i is s owed 


! My üome died and he ET many debts. They have 
=, been repaid, and all praise is due to Allâh. Only 400 
riyals ; are left to be paid, so I searched for the person to whom 
it is owed, but I could not find him. So, what should I do with 
it? Should it be distributed among the poor or should I 
deposit it into the public treasury of the Muslims? | 


The Book of Sales Transactions | 4.33 


GN If the matter is what has been mentioned, in that you 
#£2., searched for the person to whom the debt is owed and you 
could not find him, then you should give it away in charity 
intending that the reward will be for that person. If he comes 
after that (for his money), inform him of that. If he is satisfied 
with that, that is sufficient. If he is not satisfied, then pay the 
money to him and you will get the reward (of the charity), if 
Allah wills. And success is from Allah. May Allah send blessings 
and peace upon His servant and Messenger, Muhammad, and 
upon his family and his Companions. 

The Permanent Committee 


He could not find its Owner 


I intended to perform Hajj in the year 1398 AH, but my 
452, money was short. So, I borrowed a sum of money from a 
man until I returned to my homeland. Then, when I returned 
from Hajj, I asked about the man whom I borrowed the money 
from and I was told that he had traveled. From that time until 
now he has not returned and I do not know his address. | 
asked about his relatives, but I could not find anyone. So, what 
does your Eminence think? Should I send the money to the 
charitable organizations in the Kingdom (of Saudi Arabia) or 
should I keep it until he returns or should I distribute it among 
the weak (i-e., poor)? What is your opinion? 


2 


G\, You should search for him some more as much as you are 
S able and use the various means. Ask about his tribe, his 
land and things that are known about him. If you lose all hope 
and you do not think that you will be able to find him, it is 
permissible for you to give the money in charity to the poor and 
the weak with the intention of a guarantee. Then, whenever you 
find him, even if it is after 20 years, inform him of what truly 
happened. If he permits that (the charity), he gets the reward (of 
the charity) and the matter is ended. If not, then pay it to him 
so that you will be absolved from the covenant and you will get 
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the reward we the ene And Allah knows best. | 
Ash- e Ibn oe 


He died and I have 3, 000 Riyal that I owe. him 


atcident I owe fim the sum of 3,000 riyals and there is no 
one present to whom I can pay the money for him. | 
requested from the judge in our land to take the sum of 
money, but he refused with the argument that I should keep 
it with me until his heir comes. Now it has been more than a 
year since he died. I asked some of the Yemenis about him 
whom he used to live with and they said that he has a brother 
who will come to take what is due to him of rights. A period 
of time passed and no one came to take what was due to him. | 
I would like some direction concerning the way to clear 
myself of responsibility regarding this and get rid of this 
money that is — ae on my shoulder. May Allah 
protect you. 


You must look after the dues of this worker that you have 
4, until his heir comes, and you are certain that it is the heir 
a you give the money to him. You should keep it as long as 
you know that he has a brother who will come to take his 
brother’s right that is with you, even if the time becomes long. 
You may also invest it for him in business and sô forth, and that 
is good. If you are able to submit to the court in your area what 
you have that is due to him that will suffice you. If you do this, 
you should take a legal document (i.e., receipt) from him that he 
received that from you. That is safer and easier for you. May 
Allah send blessings and peace upon our Prophet Muhammad, 
his family and his Companions. 


The Permanent Committee 
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The ruling on a Contract of Payment for a Deed 
to be performed from the Deeds of Worship, 
_ jike Prayer and similar Deeds 


A man died who was generous and had good character, 
S&S however he did not pray or fast. After his death his 
family paid a sum of money to another person to perform the 
prayers that he did not himself offered and fast the fasts that 
he did not fast. Is this correct See and what is the 
ruling on taking money for that? 


E 


\) This man who died while he did not pray and he did not 
eb fast, he died upon disbelief — and Allah’s refuge is sought 
from that. This is because the correct view from the opinions of 
the people of knowledge and that which is supported by the 
texts of the Book, the Sunnah and the statements of the 
Companions # is that the person who abandons the prayer is a 
disbeliever (Kafir). In reference to the person who rejects the 
obligation of prayer, then he is a disbeliever even if he prays. 
The reported texts have only mentioned abandoning the prayer 
and not rejecting its obligation. Therefore, it is not possible for 
us to cast aside this description which the Islamic law has given 
consideration or say that it merely means rejection as some of 
the people of knowledge have done. They claim that the 
meaning of the reported texts that declare the disbelief of the 
one who abandons the prayer is concerning the one who 
abandons it while rejecting its obligation. Verily, this meaning 
casts aside the description that the Islamic law has attached the 
ruling to while considering another description that has not 
been mentioned. 


Also, this meaning is contradictory! This is because the person 
who rejects the obligation of the prayer is a disbeliever even if he 
prays — even if he prays in congregation and goes to the Masjid. 
He is a disbeliever if he believes that the five prayers are not 
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obligatory upon him and he only performs them as a voluntary 
deed. From this it becomes clear that claiming that the meaning 
of the texts that allude to the disbelief of the person who 
abandons the prayer is regarding whoever abandons it while 
rejecting its necessity is a claim that is not correct and it is 
misplaced. 


In reference to what they (the family) gave to this man, it is not 
correct, because it is not correct to make a contract of payment 
for any deed from the deeds of drawing near to Allâh (i.e., 
worship). It is not appropriate for a person to say to another 
person: “I will pay you to pray and fast for me.” The scholars 
have only differed concerning Hajj (in this matter) and this is 
not the place to discuss their difference. This money that the 
man took, he took it without a right to do so. Therefore, what is 
obligatory upon him is to return it to its people, because he took 
it without the right to do so. The prayers that he offered do not 
benefit this deceased person because he was not a Muslim and 
no deed benefits the non-Muslim. Even his deed that he 
performs for himself does not benefit him. This i is due to Allah’ S 
Statement: | n | | 


Ce GR ILF Ai e DAA 477 1722 face sAr 77 
ry aoe 
p f AG 
£ 
apse 


Í; Any 3 al arenes ae PODY ae ae 


“And nothing prevents eee a firth te Toa 
from them except that they disbelieved in Allah and in His 
Messenger (Muhammad %%), and that they came not to As-Salah 
(the prayer) except in a lazy state, and that they do not ge 
contributions except unwillingly. vy 


And His Statement: 
CQ bis Hea 1S fos i ED 
“And We shall turn to whatever deeds they (disbelievers, 


Ol 4+ Tawhah 9:54. 
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- polytheists, sinners) did, and We shall make suol deeds as- 
scattered Joanne particles j dust.” 
AS Ibn “Uthaimin 


The ruling on harming the Renter 
so that he will leave 


Some owners of properties make up excuses to evict 
Se renters from their property. Maybe he (the owner) will 
prevent the ground’ s keeper from cleaning the home, and on 
another occasion he will shut off the renter’s water and other 
similar things from those acts that cause hardships. Does the 
Islamic law allow him to commit these harms or not? 


It is obligatory upon the owner to fulfill the rights of the 
renter according to what they agreed. to, such as turning 
the place over to him and maintaining the necessities of the 
legislated conditions that they agreed upon or that the custom 
dictates. That should be during the time period that is written in 
the contract, due to the Statement of Allâh: 


GE ea tha aN Wate: 
“o you who believe! Fulfill pa contracts.” P4 


And the Do s statement: 


“The believers are bound to their parition except a onnen 


that allows something that is forbidden or forbids something that 
is allowed.”’\*! 


So, when the period of the contract ends, if the two parties agree 
to renew y the period it is A on each of them to fulfill 


A Al-Furqan 25:23. 
l Al-Ma'idah 5:1. 
At-Tirmithi no. 1352, Ibn Majah no. 2353 and Abu Dawud no. 3594. | 
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what is in it for the other just like what preceded. If the owner 
refuses to renew the period, it is obligatory upon the renter to 
turn the place over to him and not harm him by staying in it. For 
verily, the property of the Muslim is not permissible to take 
except if he himself is willing to give it. 

| The Permanent Committee 


The fo forbidden Rental E 


the rental money (given by this s person)? Ix it unlawful 
earning? | 


ia, accepting that which is ; forbidden and assisting those 
who are disobedient sinners in their acts of disobedience. Indeed 
Allah, the Most High said: 


F 2S? Chr" Af 


Ez ARA Za? Ae 
$5515 PY í f Idole Vy 
“And do not cooperate in sin and transgression. 7 


So, everyone who sells something forbidden, like forbidden 
musical products, lewd and indecent films, and seductive 
pictures, it is not permissible to rent a house or a shop to him. 
The same applies to whoever deals in forbidden transactions, 
such as Riba, deception, stealing, cheating in weights and 
measurements, and so forth. This also applies to whoever uses a 
house as a place to produce intoxicants (alcohol, illegal drugs, 
etc.), or for the people to indulge in forbidden forms of 
entertainment (such as music, etc.) or fornication and adultery 
or reprehensible gatherings that result in abandoning the 
prayers or doing forbidden acts. In reference to the earnings 
and the rent money that is received from such a person, it is 


doubtful and disliked, but it is not entirely forbidden. And 


Ul ALMai’dah 5:2. 
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avoiding doubtful things is an obligation upon the Muslim. 
Peo “Shaykh Ibn Jibreen 


The ruling on renting Places to Riba Banks 


| I own a building and one of the banks made an offer to 
as! rent it. Since this bank is one of the banks that deal in 
Riba, is it permissible for me to rent the property to this bank 
and similar organizations that deal in Riba or not? 


That is not permissible, because the mentioned bank will 
= use this place as an abode to deal in forbidden Riba. 
Renting the place to the bank for this purpose is cooperating 
with it in doing a forbidden act. Allah, the Most High said: 


435i Aft GS Oo SG Al Se Aas} 


“And cooperate in righteousness and piety, and do not cooperate in 
sin and transgression.” 


And success is from Allah. May Allah cand blessings and peace 
upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and his Companions. 
The Permanent Committee 


The ruling on renting Places for selling 
forbidden Music Tapes _ 


f Is it ranei for a man to rent his shop to someone 
a who will sell tapes of singing and musical instruments? 


A It is not permissible to rent the shop to someone who will use 
A, it in selling what Allah has forbidden, such as musical 
products or intoxicants or smokes or so forth. Because this is 


assisting them in doing what Allah has forbidden. Indeed Allah said: 


? ORIOL “Ar 


655555 Jí {e loss Se 


[U ALMa’idah 5:2. 
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“And do not cooperate in sin and transgression.” !™ 


It has been authenticated from the Messenger of Allah #% that 
he cursed intoxicants, the one who drinks them, the one who 
serves them, the one who makes them, the one who seeks to 
have them made, the one who delivers them, the one to whom 
they are delivered, the one who sells them, the one who buys 
them, and the one who devours their price. This is only because 
the one who serves them, the one who makes them, the one who 
seeks to have them made, the one who delivers them, and the 
one e who puys them all assist in the sin and transgression. 

| Ash- -Shaykh Ibn Baz 


| The ruling on renting Places for selling Videotapes l 


I have some shops on a public street. I rented out some 
452, of them and some of them remain unused. Some days 
ago one of the citizens (i.e., a Saudi) came seeking to rent one 
shop in order to open a place for selling videotapes. However, 
I am uncertain about renting it to him. Is it permissible for 
me to rent my shops to become a place that will sell 
something forbidden, and is there any sin on me in that? 


It is not permissible to rent out the shop and similar 
#4, places to someone who will rent it to sell forbidden items 
or do forbidden things, like selling cigarettes, forbidden films, 
shaving beards (like some barbers do) and similar things. 


Because that is a form of cooperating in sin and transgression, 
and indeed Allah said: 


AEA “7 Af CALS 


€95 505 ei de ele Ys its M L Ips 


ad 


“And cooperate in righteousness ‘i piety, and do not cooperate in 
sin and transgression.” Y | > 
Ash-Shaykh Ibn Baz 


- Al-Ma'idah 5:2. 
[2] Al-Ma'idah 5:2. 
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` The ruling on renting Homes and Buildings to 
someone who will use them for that which is 
forbidden and the ruling on what (Money) the Real 
| ‘Estate Office takes for that f 


What is the atte on renting places and storage facilities 
# to someone who will sell forbidden things, like musical 
items, or places for singing, and grocery stores that sell 


— 


cigarettes and magazines that are opposed to the Law.of Allah, f ax! 
or the cr barber shops? What i is. s the zaling o on Da s 


music c and they are da about the prayer ¢ or they: eed it all oe 
‘together? What is the ruling « on the wealth that the real estate E 
agency takes in return for renting out. t these © places? . e 


ae chats is epee in-sin and transgression ‘that Allâh 
has P in His Statement: 


2 rg P nee AN 
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“And do not cooperate in sin. and transgression. “lee 


The same applies to renting places to someone who shaves . oe 


beards, because shaving of the beards is forbidden. Therefore, in 
renting out places to be used for that purpose is assisting in that 
which is forbidden and making a means to achieve it easy. 


The same applies to renting out spaces and homes to those who. 
gather in them to do what is forbidden or abandon what is 
obligatory. In reference to renting out houses to residents if the 
resident does some sin in it or leaves off some obligation, there is 
no harm in that, because the renter has not rented the place to 
be used for this sin or for PERA the A act. Indeed 
the il dic = said: — l ae | 


Usp li ssi 1 Jk as voy jad ep a8 


D1 Al-Ma'idah 5:2. 
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“Indeed actions are only with intentions and every person will 
only get what he intended. P 


Whenever renting out places or storage facilities or buildings or 
homes is forbidden, then the rental fee that is taken for that is 
also forbidden. Whatever the real estate office takes (of money) 
from the person who uses it for evil is also forbidden. This is due 
to the statement of the Prophet 4%: | 


a“ 
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“Verily, when Allah forbids something, He also forbids its its price.” 


I ask Allâh, the Most High to guide all of us to His ‘Straight 
Path, to make our sustenance good, and to make it a means of 
helping us to O pDy Him. 

: helene. Ibn ‘Uthaimin 


Interceding in the Purchase of Property 
_ (Pre-emption) 


Interceding in privately owned facilities and in that 
which it is not possible to divide of Real Estate 


All praise is due to Allâh alone, and may blessings and peace be 
-upon him whom there will be no Prophet after him — ‘Muhammad 
— and upon his family and Companions. To proceed: 


Based upon what was decided in the 7th session of the meeting 
Council of the Senior Scholars Board that was held in the city of 
At-Ta’if during the first half of the month of Sha’ban in the year 
1395 AH, of bringing the issue of interceding in purchases of 
privately owned facilities into the scheduled activites of the 8th 
session, a study of the mentioned issue took place during the 
Sth session. This session was held oun the first half of the 


[1] Al-Bukhari no. 1 and Muslim no. 1907. 
Abu Dawud no. 3488, Ahmad 1/247 and Daraqutni no. 3/7 no. 2791. -` 
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month of Rabi’ul-Awwal in the city of Ar-Riyadh. Likewise, a 
study of the issue of interceding in the purchase of real estate 
that cannot be divided took place. 


After the Permanent Committee for Scientific Researches and 
Religious Verdicts reviewed the prepared research concerning 
that, and after alternate opinions were given, and discussion 
among the members and the exchange of views took place, the 
majority of the Committee decided that interceding (by a 
partner or neighbor) in purchases is a confirmed practice 
specifically for a shared partnership, like in the ownership of a 
well, a road, a stream and so forth. Likewise, interceding in 
purchases is confirmed regarding real estate property that 
cannot be divided, like a house and a store that is small, and 
similar things. This is due to the generality of the evidences 
concerning that. This is also due to this being included under 
the subject of taking by intercession (i.e., pre-emption), which is 
a form of repelling harm from the partner regarding what is sold 
and the right of what is sold. This is also because the legislative 
texts concerning the legality of intercession (pre-emption) in 
purchases include that. From these texts is what At-Tirmithi 
recorded with his chain of narration back to Ibn ‘Abbas $ that 
the eee #¢ said: 


ls gs JS J TAY ae fh i 


“The partner is an intercessor (concerning purchases), and 
intercession in purchases is (valid) in everything.” Y 


In another narration of At-Tahawi with his chain of narration 
back to Jabir bin ‘Abdullah $, the Prophet # decreed that 
intercession (of the partner or neighbor) in purchases was 
(valid) in everything. Al-Hafiz said: “Concerning the Hadith of 
Jabir, there is no harm in its narration.” This is also due to what 
Imam Ahmad and the Four (i.e., Sunan compilers) recorded with 
their chains of narration back to Jabir bin ‘Abdullah $ that the 
Messenger of Allah # said: 


Moly ah b SE Hy GE SE Shy «yeah oie adh, ead 
Hl at-Tirmithi no. 1371. 
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“The neighbor has the most right to the pre-emption (interceding — 
with the option of buying neighboring property) of his neighbor. 
He should wait for its exercise even if he (the AAE is not 
present, if the two properties have one road. P] 


This is also due to what Al-Bukhari eod in his Sahih, anid 
Abu Dawud and At-Tirmithi both recorded it in their Sunans 
with their chain of narration back to Jabir bin ‘Abdullah 4. He 
said: “The Messenger of Allah decreed the right to buy the 
neighboring property (intercession of pre-emption) as applic- 
able to everything which is not divided, but when boundaries 
are fixed and separate roads made, there is no option of 
intercession.” The point of proof in this is what Ibn Al-Qayyim 
mentioned in his book, A‘lamul-Muwagqi‘in. He said: “Verily, 
the neighbor who shares with someone else (his neighbor) in 
some specific partnership, for example they have one shared 
road or they share in drinking water or a stream or something 
similar from the specifically shared properties, is not considered 
a partner in a complete partnership. Rather, he is a partner with 
his neighbor in some of the rights of his ownership. If their road 
is one (i.e., they share it), then it does not have specific 
boundaries. Rather, some of it may be designated and some of it 
may not be, as boundaries being present at every place 
necessitates or means that the roads have been separated.” 


And success is from Allah. May Allah send blessings and peace 
upon Muhammad, his enemy and his Companions. | 
_ The Chairman of the Session 


‘Abdul-‘Aziz bin ‘Abdullah bin Baz 
& o=o goo g 
This is the end of the 3rd volume, 
_ and it will be followed by a 4th, Allah willing. 


l] Abu Dawud no. 3518 and Ahmad 3/303. 


